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A 


JOURNEY 

THROUGH 

RUSSIA 

INTO 

P  E  R  S  I  A-, 

BY  TWO 

Englijh  Gentlemen, 

Who  went  in  the  Year  1739, 

From  Peterfburg ,  in  order  to  make 
a  Difcovery  how  the  Trade  from  Great 
Britain  might  be  carried  on  from  AJlra- 
can  over  the  Cafpian . 

To  which  is  annex’d, 

A  fummary  Account  of  the  Rife  of  the 
famous  KOUL  I  KAN,  and  his  Succejfes , 
till  he  feated  himfelf  on  the  Perfian  Throne. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  R.  Dodsley,  at  Lully9 s  Head  in 
Pall-Mall ;  and  Sold  by  T.  Cooper,  at  the 
Globe  in  Pateunofter  Row.  1742. 
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T  O 


Sir  John  Thompfon^ 

Governor  of  the  RuJJia  Company, 

THIS 

Little  Treatise 

Is  moft  humbly  infcrib’d, 

AS  A 

TESTIMONY 

Of  his  many 

V  I  R  T  U  E  S  ; 

Particularly  of  his  known 

BENEVOLENCE, 

And  ready  Dilpofition  to  promote  a 

Pub  lick  GOOD, 

Manifeft  in  his  Afliduity  in  procuring 

An  Act  to  open  a  Trade  to  Perjia 

Through  the 

Ruffian  Dominions, 

BY  HIS 

Moft  Humble  Servant, 

James  Spilman . 
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FROM 


MO  SCO  to  MESHED, 

The  New  Capital  of 

P  E  R  S  I 


E  left  Mofco  the  14th  of  March 
1 738—5,  and  traveled  to  Mur  am ,  a 
City  which  {lands  on  the  North 
Bank  of  the  River  Occa ,  about  240 
*  Verbs  diftance.  This  River  is  very 
confiderable,  and  falls  into  the  River  Volga  at 
Nijna-Novogorod ,  and  our  Road  lay  crofs  it.  The 
Ice  flood  fall,  but  was  full  of  Holes,  rotten  and 
dangerous  •,  but  it  being  then  a  hard  Frofl,  clear 
and  Moon-light,  at  Midnight  we  ventured  to 
crofs  it,  and  got  fafe  over.  From  hence  we  pro^ 

*  A  Verltis  about  three  quarters  of  a  Mile  Englijfo. 
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cfceded  abdut  160  Verfts  farther  to  the  City  of 
AJfamas  ;  here  we  found  the  Rivulets  much 
{welled  with  the  melting  of  the  Snow,  and  the 
Ice  in  them  broken  tip,  that  we  could  not  con¬ 
tinue  our  Journey  any  farther,  till  the  Waters 
abated*  and  that  we  might  conveniently  travel 
with  Waggons,  which  we  had  a  good  Oppor¬ 
tunity  to  provide  ourfelves  with.  The  latter 
part  of  our  Journey  proved  as  tedious  to  our¬ 
felves  as  it  was  heavy  for  our  Horfes,  being 
frequently  obliged  to  quit  the  main  Road,  and 
go  far  round  about  on  account  of  the  Over¬ 
flowing  of  the  fmall  Rivers  ;  two  of  our  Horfes 
died  with  the  Fatigue,  and  the  reft  were  much 
harrafs’d.  We  arrived  at  AJJ'amas  the  21  ft,  and 
took  up  our  Quarters  in  an  adjacent  Village  th£ 
4th  of  April ;  we  provided  ourfelves  with  Wag¬ 
gons  and  frefh  Carriers,  and  finding  the  W aters 
pretty  well  drain’d  off  the  Land,  we  departed 
for  Saratoff.  Travelling  began  to  be  pleafant  as 
our  Courfe  was  to  the  S.  E.  and  as  the  Summer 
advanced,  the  Roads  every  Day  grew  better  on 
the  Step,  or  Wildernefs,  where  we  found  great 
Plenty  of  wild  Ducks,  Snipes,  Heathcocks,  and 
other  Birds,  that  we  fhot  more  than  enough  to 
fupplv  us,  and  lived  wholly  on  Game.  At  this 
time  there  was  no  Grafs  oil  the  Step ,  that  we 
were  forced  to  carry  Hay  and  Corn  with  us  for 
our  Horfes,  during  our  four  Days  travelling 
over  it  *,  and  fhould  have  found  it  very  agreeable, 
but  that  one  or  other  of  us  were  obliged  to  be 
continually  on  the  Watch,  for  fear  of  being 
furprized.  At  about  20  Verfts  diftance  from 
each  other,  through  the  Step,  are  certain  Houfe3 
called  Zaimoira's ,  built  for  the  Accommodation 
©f  Travellers  in  Winter.  At  thefe  Places  we 

were 
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ivere  forced  to  take  up  our  Lodging,  on  account 
c>f  Water,  which  in  other  Places  was  fcarce. 
Thefe  Zamoirals  are  as  good  a  Harbour  for 
Rogues,  as  others,  which  obliged  us  to  be  more 
than  ordinary  on  our  Guard  *,  neither  could  we 
put  any  great  Confidence  in  our  Waggoners,, 
We  had  twp  Rufs  Servants,  and  we  were  two, 
that  we  divided  ourfelves  in  the  Night  into  two 
Watches,  and  this  Method  we  continued  all  the 
way  down  the  Volga . 

The  1 5th  of  April  we  arrived  at  the  City  of 
Saratoffy  about  Noon,  and  waited  on  the  Voy-* 
avode ,  or  Governor.  We  found  great  Diffi¬ 
culty  to  get  us  Quarters,  the  Town  having  been 
burnt  about  a  Year  before.  The  Company  of  Ar¬ 
menians ,  whom  we  were  in  great  Hopes  to  have 
found  here,  had  failed  from  hence  two  Days  be¬ 
fore,  fo  that  we  had  no  other  Chance  but  to  pro¬ 
ceed  down  the  Volga  by  ourfelves.  What  di£» 
trefled  us  nnoft  was  to  get  a  PafTage,  for  we 
could  find  none  but  large  Boats  orVeffels,  which 
were  bound  down  the  Volga  wTith  Meal,  which 
might  probably  be  a  Month  in  their  Paflage  to 
Aftracan  ;  the  large  *  Lotka%  or  Canoe9 s,  which 
ufed  to  be  here  in  great  Numbers,  were  gone  on 
the  Sturgeon  Fifhery,  and  the  few  that  remained 
were  all  fitting  out  Qn  the  fame  Defign*  and 
■were  not  to  be  hired  or  purchafed  on  any  Terms  ^ 
fo  that  we  were  at  the  greateft  Lofs  imaginable 
how  to  get  to  Aftracan  time  enough  to  fecure 
our  PafTage  crofs  the  Cafpian  in  the  fame  Veflei 
with  the  Armenians . 

*  Lotkas  a  fmall  Boat  low’d  together  with  Willow. 
me,  a  Boat  cut  out  of  a  iblid  Tree. 


This  being  of  great  Confequence,  in  order  to* 
effedfc  it,  we  determined  to  proceed  in  fuch  a 
Boat  as  we  could  get,  if  fhe  was  but  large  enough 
to  carry  our  Goods  *,  but  our  Inquiry  was  in 
vain,  they  were  one  and  all  engaged  for  the 
F'tfhery.  While  we  were  in  this  Dilemma,  a 
VefTei  arrived  with  Pafiengers  from  Samahra , 
and  we  were  informed  that  there  was  a  fpare 
Lotka  belonging  to  her  ;  we  immediately  went 
to  fee  it,  and  finding  it  might  do  in  the  Emer¬ 
gency  we  were  in,  and  there  being  no  other  to 
be  had,  we  bought  her  for  three  *  Rubles  and 
an  half.  She  being  old  and  leaky,  it  required 
two  Days  to  let  her  dry  e’re  we  could  trim  her, 
and  new  pay  her  Bottom  ;  in  the  mean  Time 
we  provided  her  with  Malt  and  Sails,  and  flip¬ 
ped  five  Hands  to  go  with  us  to  Aftracan.  The 
third  Day,  fhe  being  fitted  and  ready,  we  put 
our  Goods  on  board  her,  for  then  we  found 
Room  enough,  and  for  fome  part  of  our  Bag¬ 
gage  and  Provifions  ;  but  the  far  greateft  Part 
of  the  latter  we  were  forced  to  leave  behind,  to 
be  fent  after  us  the  firft  Opportunity  •,  and  we 
found  juft  room  for  four  Oars,  and  two  of  us 
to  fit  in  the  Stern-Jheats .  But  the  worft  was, 
when  we  all  got  into  the  Boat,  being  now  ten  in 
Number,  fhe  fwam  fo  deep  that  we  were  in 
great  Doubt  with  ourfelves  whether  to  proceed 
in  her  or  not ;  but  being  urged  by  Neceftity, 
knowing  the  lingular  Advantage  it  would  be  to 
us,  if  poffible,  to  join  thofe  Armenians  that  were 
before  us,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  crofs  the  Cafpian. 
in  the  fame  VefTei  with  them,  (other wife  miffing, 
that  Opportunity  we  might  lofe  half  the  Sum- 
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trier  before  another  Veffel  failed  for  Rafhd ,  and 
that  arriving  there  late  in  the  Summer  might 
probably  occafion  us  to  winter  in  Gilan ,  which 
would  be  a  Twelve-month's  lofs  of  time)  on 
ufing  the  utmoft  Caution,  we  found  the  Boat 
might  carry  us  down  fafely,  we  refolved  to 
proceed  with  her.  On  the  Security  of  our  little 
Cargo,  our  Experiment  in  Perfia ,  and  all  our 
Hopes  that  way  depended  ,  for  to  arrive  at Aftra- 
can  with  our  Goods  damaged,  was  in  effe<5t  not 
to  arrive  there  at  all.  Thefe  Difficulties  made 
us  in  a  Manner  forget  the  Danger  of  Pirates , 
which  we  were  informed  might  fall  in  our  way 
about  Zolotova.  One  of  us  had  been  at  this  In¬ 
let  before,  and  knew  it  to  be  a  very  likely  Place 
to  harbour  Villains  ;  but  as  we  had  Arms  more 
than  fuifficient,  and  we  heard  that  thefe  Rogues 
were,  as  yet,  unprovided  with  them,  we  did  not 
doubt  but  to  make  our  Party  good  in  cafe  they 
fhould  attack  us. 

The  20th  of  April  we  calf  off  and  left  Sarah- 
toff :  We  were  detain’d  fome  Hours  every  Day 
by  contrary  Winds,  which  blew  freffi  ;  this 
obliged  us  to  go  very  near  the  Entrance  of  Zolo¬ 
tova  Inlet,  which  elfe  we  did  not  intend.  We 
had  fcarce  open’d  this  Inlet,  e’er  we  came  on  a 
fudden  in  fight  of  at  lead:  forty  People,  who 
were  within  Piftol-fhot  of  us  on  the  Bank,  and 
by  them  was  five  or  fix  large  Boats.  We  in- 
ftanlly  ftood  to  our  Arms,  and  afked  them  who 
they  were,  and  where  they  were  going.  They 
anfwer’d,  they  belong’d  to  Nefna  Novogorod ,  and 
were  going  down  to  Aftracan .  We  rowed  down 
about  a  Mile  lower,  and  went  afhore ;  but  be¬ 
fore  we  had  got  out  of  the  Boat,  one  of  their 
Boats  put  off  and  came  direbtly  down  to  us, 
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and  hover-d  fome  time  about  us  ;  but  we  kept 
our  People  to  the  Boat  with  their  Arms  ready. 
She  held  on  her  Way  down  the  Volga  ;  we  tar¬ 
ried  about  an  Hour  to  refrefh  ourfelves,  and 
then  it  being  calm  we  continu’d  on  our  Way. 
About  Midnight  one  of  their  Boats  came  again 
up  pretty  elofe  to  us,  but  on  our  calling  to  her 
fhe  kept  off.  Soon  after  came  the  reft  of  their 
Boats  in  fight  ;  but  on  our  calling  and  threaten¬ 
ing  to  fire  into  them  if  they  came  any  nearer, 
they  thought  fit  to  Jheer  off.  If  thefe  were  Vil¬ 
lains,  they  feeing  us  well  provided  with  Arms,  and 
always  on  our  Guard,  they  durft  not  venture  to 
attack  us.  We  thought  they  might  bz  Boerlacksy 
or  Labourers  going  down  to  Ajlracan  ;  but  as 
we  were  forewarn’d,  it  would  not  have  been  Pru¬ 
dence  for  us  to  truft  them,  efpeeialiy  as  we  had 
heard  thefe  Fellows,  when  they  have  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity,  do  moft  of  the  Mifchief  that  is  done  on 
the  Volga.  Several  fuch  fort  of  Alarms  we  had 
before  we  reach’d  Ajlracan ,  foipetimes  occafion- 
ed  by  the  Ruffians ,  fometimes  by  the  Calmucks ; 
(which  with  contrary  Winds,  and  our  Boat’s  be¬ 
ing  fo  deep,  both  of  which  oblig’d  us  often  to 
make  faft  to  the  Shore  ;  which,  if  we  had  been 
in  a  larger  Boat  and  more  Oars,  we  could  have 
prevented  and  held  on  our  Way ;)  it  was  a  Fort¬ 
night  e’er  we  arrived  at  Ajlracan ,  and  we  were 
thoroughly  fatigued.  For  when  we  were  in  the 
Boat,  whofoever’s  Turn  it  was  to  fleep,  there 
was  no  Room  to  lye  down,  but  he  muft  fleep 
fitting,  which  is  almoft  as  bad  as  watching;  and 
when  at  Night  we  made  faft  to  the  Shore,  the 
Danger  of  being  furpriz’d  by  Villains  gave  us 
but  painful  Sleep.  Going  down  the  Volga-  from 
Saras  off  is  not  in  the  leaft  dangerous,  provided 

one 
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one  Has  a  good  Boat  and  a  well-arm’d  Company : 
Then  he  has  nothing  to  fear  from  Calmucks  or 
Rufs  Pirates  ;  but  we  being  in  quite  contrary  Cir- 
cumftances,  made  it  very  hazardous  and  fatiguing* 
On  the  4th  of  May  we  arrived  at  Aftracan>  fe» 
cured  our  Boat,  and  took  a  found  Sleep  void  of 
Fear  for  that  part  of  the  Night ;  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  we  foon  got  us  Quarters,  and  our  Goods  and 
Baggage  on  Shore.  Here  we  found  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  Armenians  we  fo  much  wanted  to  join* 
who  intended  to  load  their  Goods  on  board  one 
of  the  Czarina' s  Veffels,  which  was  to  fail  for 
Refhd  in  about  three  Weeks.  We  had  all  this 
Time  to  inform  ourfelves  about  the  Perfian 
Trade,  and  how  it  was  carried  on  both  by  the 
Ruffians  as  well  as  the  Armenians  :  We  found 
the  latter  very  fhy  in  giving  us  Information* 
fearing  we  came  to  put  in  for  a  Share  with  them 
in  their  Profits  ;  therefore  we  could  make  no 
fure  Dependence  on  what  they  inform’d  us  : 
Which  was,  that  hitherto  the  Trade  from  Aftra- 
can  to  Perfia  had  been  free  and  open,  and  fo¬ 
reign  Merchants  importing  Goods  into  Perfia 
might  carry  them  to  what  Market  they  liked 
be  ft,  and  difpofe  of  them  to  whom  they  pleafed  ; 
but  this  Year  all  Goods  that  arrived  at  Reffd 
were  obliged  to  be  fold  there,  and  that  the 
*  Shach  would  not  permit  any  one  to  buy  them 
except  his  own  Merchants;  for  altho*  they  may 
keep  the  Goods  by  them  if  they  do  not  like  the 
Price  the  Shach9 s  Merchants  offer,  yet  they 
could  not  carry  them  to  any  other  Market,  or 
fell  them  to  any  other.  Alfo  that  the  Shach  had 
engrolV  d  all  the  Raw-Silk  to  himfelf,  fo  that 
thofe  who  would  buy  Silk  muft  buy  it  of  his 
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Merchants,  and  not  of  the  Perfian  Boors  as  for¬ 
merly. 

We  were  like  wife  afford,  that  the  Engltjh  Eaft - 
India-Company* s  Servants  had  quitted  Ijpahan*9 
and,  as  thefe  *  Joulfa  Armenians  gave  out, 
were  obliged  to  leave  that  City  on  the  exprefs 
Order  of  Nadir  Sbach ,  whofe  Difpleafure  they 
had  feme  way  incurred.  Thefe  Armenians  are 
the  greateft  Traders  of  all  that  Nation,  and  it  is 
they  who  carry  on  fo  coniiderable  a  Trade  thro5 
Rujfia  to  Amfterdam.  Befides,  they  told  us, 
that  it  was  certain  that  the  Legiftan  or  Mountain 
Tartars  of  the  Province  of  Shervan ,  had  rebell’d 
againft  Nadir  Shach  *,  had  cut  off  his  Brother 
and  many  of  his  Troops  who  were  fent  to  quell 
them  ;  but  that  this  Rebellion  did  not  interrupt 
the  Trade  of  the  Province  of  Gil  an. 

All  things  being  thus  unhappily  circumffanced 
made  us  determine  to  proceed  diredlly  from 
Aftracan  to  Chiva ,  and  thence  to  Bokhara ,  for 
which  Place  the  Goods  that  we  had  with  us 
were  chiefly  ferted  and  defigned  ,  in  order  to 
which  we  view’d  a  Veffel  belonging  to  a  Rufs 
Merchant,  which  was  bound  to  a  Landing;- 
Place,  where  a  Ferry-Boat  brings  Goods  of  all 
Sorts  proper  for  that  Country,  on  the  Eaft  Side  of 
the  Cafpian ,  from  whence  crofs  the  Step  for 
Defert)  in  about  ten  Days  we  might  arrive  at 
Ch  iva ,  and  fe  on  to  Bokhara ,  to  which  Place 
two  Rufs  Fatftors  were  going  in  this  Veffel,  and 
alfo  feveral  Chifinjky  Tartars^  who  came  in  this 
fame  Veffel  from  the  Port  or  Landing-Place  laft 
Year.  But  on  more  mature  Deliberation  we 
were  forced  to  lay  aftde  this  Defign,  tho*  with 

much 
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of  Ifpaban,  and  are  the  richeft  of  them, 
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much  Regret,  fince  our  Curiofity  made  us  ea¬ 
ger  to  have  feen  Bakhar  ,  and  from  thence  to 
have  return’d  back  thro*  Berfia :  At  the  former 
we  were  lure  to  have  fold  our  Goods  for  a  con- 
fiderable  Profit,  and  at  the  fame  time  have  gain¬ 
ed  Knowledge  of  a  Country  fo  little  known  to 
j Europeans,  and  on  which  we  chiefly  placed  our 
Hopes.  The  chief  Reafons  that  difiiiaded  us 
were,  that  theVefTel,  on  examining  her,  we  found 
to  be  an  old  crazy  flat-bottom  Fifhing  VefTel, 
our  Companions  to  be  only  two  or  three  mean 
Ruffians,  and  in  eroding  the  Step  to  Cbiva  from 
the  Place  we  land,  the  great  Rifque  we  run  of 
being  plunder’d  and  fold  for  Slaves.  For  though 
it  fftould  be  true  that  the  Khan ,  or  Gover¬ 
nor,  does  on  Notice  of  this  VefTel’s  Arrival 
at  the  Landing-place,  fend  a  fmall  Convoy  to 
meet  and  protect  the  Carr  av  an  (fo  the  Goods 
and  PafTengers  this  VefTel  bring  are  call’d  ;)  yet 
this  is  but  a  flender  Security,  as  he  may  at  the 
fame  time  fend  a  much  Wronger  Party  to  plunder 
them.  All  the  'Tartars  are  known  to  he  mod 
fubtil  and  artful  at  Stratagems,  therefore  one 
mull  be  always  on  one’s  Guard,  and  cautious  in 
dealing  with  them,  for  they  won’t  fail  to  deceive 
you  if  any  way  they  pofiibly  can.  But  what 
prevail’d  with  us  mod  to  defid  from  this  Ex¬ 
pedition,  was  the  Certainty  we  had  of  the  Per¬ 
sians  having  fallen  into  that  Country ;  fo  that 
had  we  arrived  fafe  at  Cbiva  and  Bakhar  a,  there 
was  little  Hopes  of  our  Return  by  the  Way  of 
Perfia ;  and  if  fo,  then  the  principal  End  of  our 
Journey  would  have  been  lod,  and  we  fhould 
have  gain’d  no  Information  of  the  Silk  Trade 
in  the  Pro  vince  of  Gilan  %  to  which  Place  we 
were  forced  again  to  turn  our  Eye,  tho’  we  had 
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but  a  fad  and  gloomy  Profpecft  in  that  Quarter-. 
What  fupported  us  was,  that  the  Armenians 
fhipped  off  Goods  for  Rejhd ,  and  fo  we  now 
refolded  to  do,  and  to  Hand  the  fame  Chance 
they  did. 

Before  we  had  feen  Aftracan  we  were  very 
much  prejudiced  in  its  Favour,  and  concluded 
from  its  Situation  (fo  commodioufly  as  we  ima- 
gined)  it  muft  be  very  beautiful,  &c.  but  we 
did  not  find  it  fo.  It  ftands  ico  *  Verfts  from 
the  Bar,  at  the  principal  Entrance  of  the  Volga . 
This  is  very  inconvenient,  becaufe  thofe  Ships 
or  Veffels  that  are  fit  for  the  Cafpian ,  are  not 
adapted  for  mounting  the  Stream  of  the  Volga , 
from  the  Road  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Volga  to 
Aftracan,  and  which  they  are  frequently  longer 
about  than  in  making  their  Voyage  or  Paffage 
crofs  the  Cafpian ,  beftdes  the  Delays  they  are 
fubjedt  to,  both  in  going  and  coming,  from  the 
Guard-Ship  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Volga . 
Whereas  had  Aftracan  been  actually  a  Sea-Port 
on  the  Cafpian ,  all  thefe  and  many  more  In¬ 
conveniences  had  been  avoided.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  above  20  or  25  Veffels 
which  crofs  the  Cafpian ,  that  belong  to  the 
Rufs  Merchants  of  Aftracan  ;  there  are  fome  of 
them  a  Sort  of  Fly-boats ;  the  reft  are  Smacks 
or  Hoys,  the  former  are  about  250  Tons  bur¬ 
then,  the  latter  100  to  150  Tons.  Whilft  the 
Crown  of  Ruftia  kept  the  Province  of  Gilan  in 
its  PofTeftion,  the  Ruffians  of  Aftracan  employ¬ 
ed  their  Veffels  themfelves,  chiefly  in  carrying 
Provifions  of  all  Kinds  to  fupply  the  Ruffian 
Army  j  but  now  their  Veffels  are  moftly  freight-. 

f  ico  Verfts  is  75  Miles, 
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ed  by  the  Armenians ,  for  whom  they  carry 
Goods  and  Paffengers  to  and  from  Afiracan  to 
Derbent,  Backu  and  Rejhd  ;  alfo  in  carrying 
*  ISephta  and  Paffengers  from  Backu  to  Rejhd , 
for  the  Rerfians  ;  like  wife  Provisions  for  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  Garrifon,  and  others  at  ‘Turky.  Th eRafs  Mer¬ 
chants  at  Aftracany  of  whom  there  are  many  very 
rich,  don’t  concern  themfelves  much  with  foreign 
Trade,  which  is  in  a  manner  wholly  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Armenians  and  Indians ,  but  con¬ 
fine  themfelves  to  the  Fifheries  on  the  Cafpian 
and  Volga ,  in  which  they  find  great  Profit. 
They  fend  very  large  'Veffels  up  the  Volga , 
fomeof  them  400  even  to  50oTons, loaded  with 
Salt  Fifh,  chiefly  Sturgeon ,  Belluga ,  f  Sizan ,  and 
%  Sudack .  The  Sizan  are  found  in  infinite  Quanti¬ 
ties  both  above  and  below  Aftracan.  Thefe 
great  Veffels  afcend  the  Stream  of  the  Volga 
quite  to  the  City  of  Macao ,  where  they  arrive 
at  the  Time  of  the  Fair,  and  bring  back  from 
thence,  and  from  the  other  Cities  and  Towns 
adjacent  on  the  Volga ^  Provifions  of  all  Sorts  to 
fupply  the  City  of  Aftracan^  near  which,  for 
many  hundred  Miles,  little  or  no  Corn  grows. 

The  Armenians  and  Indians  are  the  principal 
Shopkeepers  in  Aftracan  for  foreign  Commodi¬ 
ties.  The  former  have  a  Suburb  to  them¬ 
felves  ;  thofe  of  them  who  refide  conftantly  at 
Aftracan  have  Houfes  for  their  Families  ;  but 
both  Indians  and  Armenians ,  who  only  come  and 
go  to  and  from  Per/ia,  live  in  Caravanf era’s ,  or 
publick  Inns. 

*  Nepbta ,  an  Oil  ufed  in  Lamps,  &c.  which.  fifties  out 
of  fome  Mountains  near  Aftracan  and  Backu . 

'f  Sizan ,  Carp  of  a  prodigious  Size. 

%  Sudack y  like  a  Codling,  but  much  better, 
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The  Ruffian  Fleet,  which  belongs  to  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  is  chiefly  laid  up  at  Ajiracan ,  where 
there  is  an  Admiralty,  in  which  the  command¬ 
ing  Officer,  who  is  commonly  a  Lieutenant,  re- 
itdes  %  he  has  under  his  Command  two  Lieute¬ 


nants,  a  Body  of  Soldiers,  Carpenters,  and  others. 
But  there  is  another  Ship-yard  ( juft  within  the 
Bar,  at  the  Entrance  into  the  Volga  out  of  the 
Cafpian ,  90  Verfts  below  Ajiracan )  it  is  named 
Jerkee.  Here  are  fitted  out  and  laid  up  all  the 
Veffels  of  the  Crown  that  annually  crofs  the 
Cafpian ,  and  it  is  a  convenient  Place  to  fit  or 
careen  at  *,  the  worft  at  this  Place  is,  that  when 
it  blows  hard  at  S.  E.  and  E.  S.  E.  the  Hand  of 
Jerkee  is  liable  to  be  laid  wholly  under  Water, 
without  the  Bar.  Thirty  Verfts  below  is  a 
fandy  Ifland,  named  Cheterybuger  ;  on  this  Hand 
Is  a  Light-houfe  or  Beacon ;  and  off  this  Ifland  lay 
the  principal  Guard-fhip,  This  is  a  tolerable  good 
Road,  where  Ships  may  ride  in  two  and  two  Fa¬ 
thom  and  an  half  Water,  within  about  a  Mile  or 
two  from  the  Shoar,  and  in  four  Fathom  Water 
about  a  League  off  the  Shoar.  Here  it  is  that 
all  Veftels  coming  from  Gilan,  Backu  and  Der- 
bent ,  perform  their  Quarentine ,  but  the  Paffen- 
gers  commonly  have  Leave  to  perform  theirs  on 
Shoar  on  the  Hand.  Thus  far  the  Command  of 
theAJlracan  Admiralty  feems  to  extend  (though 
the  Sovereignty  of  all  the  Cafpian  was  claimed 
by  Peter  the  Great,  when  he  was  at  Aftracan , 
on  his  Expedition  into  Perjia.  The  deepeft  Wa¬ 
ter  that  was  then  found  on  the  Bar  was  not 
above  fix  Feet,  but  now  there  is  full  nine  Feet 
Water  on  the  Bar.  This  was  not  occafioned  by 
the  fhifting  of  the  Sands,  but  by  the  encreafing 
or  riling  of  the  Water  in  the  Cafpian ,  which 
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they  fay  is  found  to  encreafe  for  fifteen  Years, 
and  decreafe  for  the  fame  Time,  on  all  the 
Shears  of  the  Cafpian  ;  and  hence  it  comes  that 
the  Ifland  Jerkee  is  liable  to  be  laid  wholly  un¬ 
der  Water. 

As  to  Afiracan ,  though  it  ftands  on  a  low 
fandy  Hand,  it  is  not  fubjed:  to  be  overflowed, 
yet  fome  part  of  its  Suburbs  are  fometimes. 
This  City  is  enclofed  with  a  high  brick  Wall,  on 
which  are  Battlements  after  the  old  manner,  as 
is  alfo  the  Citadel .  It  is  very  populous,  and  the 
Car  avanfera  and  Market  make  a  very  noble 
Appearance ;  but  the  Houfes  are  chiefly  built  of 
Wood,  which  being  fcarce  here,  they  are  moft 
of  them  built  out  of  the  Timber  of  Veffels, 
which  bring  Pro-vifions  from  the  upper  part  of 
the  Volga ,  and  are  afterwards  commonly  fold 
for  that  Purpofe  *,  and  indeed  as  Aftracan  is 
wholly  fupply’d  with  Provifions  by  the  Volga ,  it 
caufes  a  great  Confluence  of  Ve-flels  thither. 

On  the  2  3d  of  May,  being  informed  by  the 
Lieutenant  Commander  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
a  VefTel  belonging  to  the  Emprefs  would  fail 
for  Rejhd ,  we  immediately  put  our  Goods  and 
Baggage  on  board  a  VefTel  to  proceed  down  the 
Volga ,  and  the  next  Day  in  the  Afternoon  ar¬ 
rived  at  Jerkee  ;  the  Midfhipman,  that  com¬ 
mands  there,  gave  us  the  beft  Quarters  he  could 
procure  us,  which  was  a  Sail-loft ,  for  the  Houfes 
there  are  but  very  mean  ones,  except  the  Ad¬ 
miral  ty-houfe,  which  confifts  of  four  Rooms,  in 
which  are  quartered  four  Midfhipmen.  We  ar¬ 
rived  at  Jerkee  five  Days  before  the  Armenians , 
and  were  forced  to  tarry  five  Days  longer  be¬ 
fore  they  had  loaded  their  Goods,  and  the  Vefr 
fel  ready  to  fail. 
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June  3d.  We  left  Jerkee ,  in  fair  Weather* 
and  a  Calm,  fo  we  drove  with  the  Stream  over 
the  Bar.  The  Circumftances  of  our  Voyage  we 
refer  to  the  Log-Book,  and  only  obferve,  that 
after  a  very  Fair-weather  Paflage  of  about  a  Fort¬ 
night  we  arrived  fafe  in  Zinzella  Road ,  and  the 
next  Day  got  into  the  Bar  and  enter’d  the  Ha¬ 
ven.  Zinzella  is  the  Sea-port  of  the  City  of 
Rejhd ,  the  principal  City  of  the  Province  of  Gi- 
lan.  There  is  about  nine  Foot  Water  on  the 
Bar.  On  the  following  Day  we  failed  and 
warped  crofs  Zinzella  Lake,  which  is  about  five 
Leagues  over,  and  came  to  a  fmall  Village  on 
the  fouth  Bank  of  the  Lake,  named  Ferre  Buz - 
%ar .  Here  the  Ferfian  Cuftom-houfe  Officers 
have  their  Station,  and  all  the  Goods  defign’d 
for  Rejhd  are  landed  ;  there  are  fome  old  Ware- 
houfes  built  by  the  Ruffians.  The  City  of  Rejhd 
ftands  inland  eight  Miles  from  Ferre  Buzzar , 
and  from  whence  Goods  are  carried  to  the  City. 

June  2 1  ft.  We  landed  our  Goods  and  Bag¬ 
gage,  and  after  they  had  been  vifited  by  the  Cu¬ 
ftom-houfe  Officers,  we  proceeded  direcftly  with 
them  to  Rejhd ,  where  when  we  arrived  they  were 
lodged  in  the  Cuftom-houfe;  but  our  Baggage 
after  it  had  been  infpe6led  was  immediately  re¬ 
turned  us.  Our  Goods  remain’d  about  three 
Days  in  the  Cuftom-houfe,  in  which  time  they 
were  open’d,  view’d  and  valued  ;  the  Duty  on 
their  Valuation  was  Five  per  Cent .  in  the  current 
Coin:  They  gave  us  them,  and  left  it  to  us 
when  to  difcharge  the  Duty.  We  were  obliged 
to  take  up  our  Lodgings  in  a  very  indifferent 
Carravanfera ,  no  better  Quarters  being  on  a  hid¬ 
den  to  be  had  :  The  beft  of  them  here  are  but 
mean  ones,  the  Rooms  having  no  Light  but 
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what  comes  in  at  the  Door,  and  are  rather  a 
fmall  fort  of  Cells  than  Rooms  ;  that  we,  who 
had  never  been  lodg’d  fo  before,  could  not  help 
thinking  that  we  were  in  a  Jail. 

It  was  nine  Days  before  we  could  get  a  Houfe, 
which  we  hired  for  five  Rubles  a  Month.  In 
this  Houfe  the  Ruffian  Conful  formerly  lived : 
It  was  a  pleafant  airy  Place ;  it  feem’d  a  Heaven 
to  us,  if  compar’d  to  our  Carravanfera .  On  our 
Arrival  here  it  was  our  greateft  Concern  in  what 
Character  to  ad,  being  fuch  intire  Strangers, 
and  the  firft  Englijhmen  that  ever  came  hither  on 
account  of  T rade.  It  fuited  our  Inclinations  befi, 
as  it  was  our  Defign,  to  have  liv’d  privately  and 
unobferv’d,  and  fo  to  have  return’d  ;  but  this 
we  found  utterly  impradicable,  for  the  Joulfa 
Armenians  at  Aftracan ,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
came  over  in  the  fame  Veflel  with  us,  being 
much  alarm’d  at  our  coming,  had  inform’d  e- 
very  body  of  us,  particularly  the  Vizir  and 
Muftapha ,  the  Commanders  of  the  Province  of 
Gilan ,  and  whom,  we  were  well  affined,  they 
endeavour’d  to  prejudice  againft  us.  Therefore 
had  we  pretended  our  Journey  hither  was  only 
out  of  Curiofity,  it  might  have  proved  fatal  to 
us,  by  giving  the  Armenians  an  Opportunity  to 
have  infinuated  that  we  were  Spies  ^  and  were 
come  here  only  on  fome  mifchievous  Purpofe, 
After  fome  Confideration,  and  the  befi:  Informa¬ 
tion  we  could  get  of  the  Nature  and  Humour 
of  the  Perjians ,  we  determin’d  to  ad  in  our  own 
proper  Charader  as  Merchants,  being  the  fafefly 
and  what  we  could  abide  by  at  all  Events ;  and 
to  prevent  the  Vizir’s  fending  to  enquire  who 
we  were,  it  would  be  better  to  wait  on  him  our~ 
felyes,  and  to  tell  him  our  own  Story :  The  Vizir 
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being  out  of  Town,  one  of  us  waited  on  Mufta- 
pha  (who  is  Commander  of  the  City  in  his  Ab- 
fence)  who  was  receiv’d  very  courteoufly  ;  his 
Behaviour  was  very  much  like  a  Gentleman. 
Excufe  was  made  for  the  Abfence  of  the  other 
thro*  an  Indifpolition  :  And  he  was  inform’d 
that  we  were  Englishmen,  come  with  a  fmall 
Cargo  to  try  how  our  Cloths  would  fell  in  Gi- 
lan ,  and  to  buy  up  Silk  ;  that  when  we  had 
made  the  Experiment,  and  fhould  find  it  anfwer, 
we  fhould  then  engage  largely  in  the  Trade,  and 
probably  fome  of  us  come  and  conftantly  refide 
here  *,  and  that  it  was  fit  that  one  us,  who  was 
a  Seaman  as  well  as  Merchant,  fhould  come  to 
view  the  Cafpian  ;  that  we  might  the  better 
know  if  it  was  fafely  navigable,  and  how  far  we 
might  venture  our  Goods  crofs  it ;  alfo  to  fee  if 
the  prefent  VefTels  that  now  crofs  the  Cafpian 
were  to  be  trufted,  or  whether  we  fhould  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  have  VefTels  of  our  own. 

To  which  Muftapha  reply’d,  That  the  Shach 
•was  a  great  Encourager  of  Trade,  and  would 
no  doubt  favour  our  Defign  ;  and  that  we  might 
depend  on  having  all  the  Indulgence  and  Pro¬ 
tection  we  could  in  reafon  defire  ;  that  he  would 
immediately  make  a  Report  of  us  to  the  Vizir 
Muiin  (that  was  his  Name.)  A  Reception  fo 
favourable  made  us  very  eafy.  However  we 
thought  it  necefiary  to  wait  on  the  Vizir  as  foon 
as  poffible  ;  tho’  the  Journey  to  him  would  be 
a  little  expenfive. 

June  27th.  Having  provided  ourfelves  with 
Horfes,  we  fet  out  for  Languaon ,  a  City  about 
fifty  Verfts  to  the  Eaftward  of  Rejhd ,  where  the 
Vizir  has  a  Country-Seat,  and  where  the  Heats 
are  much  more  moderate  than  at  Rejhd .  It  was 
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late  in  the  Evening  when  we  arrived  at Langudon^ 
fo  our  Guide  and  Linguift,  who  is  a  Perfian *  car¬ 
ried  us  dire&ly  to  the  Calentef  s,  who  not  being  at 
home,  hiseldeftSon  receiv’d  us  very  civilly.  When 
he  came  in,  he  repeated  the  Compliments  his  Son 
had  made  us,  and  order’d  Supper  up  :  After  we 
had  eat  we  retired  to  our  Room ;  the  eldeffc  Son 
came  to  us  and  brought  two  more  Per/tans  with 
him.  We  finding  that  they  drank  ftrong  Li¬ 
quors,  and  that  the  Calenter  had  excellent  Le¬ 
mon  Juice,  we  treated  them  with  Punch  till 
midnight,  at  which  time  our  Brandy  was  near 
at  an  end  *,  we  had  not  brought  much  with  us* 
not  expecting  to  find  fuch  merry  Fellows  among 
the  Perfians ,  Nadir  Shach  having  on  very  fevere 
Penalties  forbid  them  the  Ufe  of  fpiritous  Li¬ 
quors,  as  well  as  the  Juice  of  the  Grape.  One 
of  the  Perfians  fung  us  a  great  many  Songs  in 
his  Language :  He  Was  reckon’d  a  great  Profi¬ 
cient  in  Singing.  He  began  fo  low  one  could 
fear ce  at  firft  hear  him,  but  as  he  proceeded  he 
continu’d  to  raife  his  Voice,  and  before  he  had 
ended  it  might  very  well  pafs  for  Screaming,  for 
we  were  almoft  deafened  with  the  Noife :  Yet 
our  Linguift  made  an  Excufe  for  him,  and  faid, 
he  never  heard  him  perform  fo  badly,  for  that 
when  he  was  free  from  a  Cold  you  might  very 
well  hear  him  at  half  a  Mile  Diftance. 

June  28th.  About  Sun-rife  we  waited  on  the 
Vizir ,  having  fent  our Prefent  before  us  for  there 
is  no  appearing  before  a  great  Man  in  Perfia  for 
the  firft  Time  without  a  Prefent.  He  received 
us  and  our  Prefent  very  kindly,  bidding  us  well* 
come,  and  immediately  Chairs  were  brought  us 
to  fit  down.  Our  Linguift  again  inform’d  him 
whom  we  were,  and  on  what  Account  we  came 
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into  Perfia ,  and  begged  the  Favour  of  his  Pro¬ 
tection.  He  anfwer’d  us,  That  as  we  were 
Strangers,  fo  he  reckon’d  us  his  Guefts ;  and 
therefore  had  we  not  come  about  Bufinefs,  it  was 
his  Duty  to  do  all  in  his  Power  to  ferve  us  : 
That  as  to  our  Defign,  he  would  talk  with  us 
about  it  when  he  came  to  Rejhd ,  and  then  he 
would  forthwith  make  a  Report  of  us  to  the 
Sbach ,  who,  he  was  affur’d,  would  not  fail  to 
favour  it.  He  excufed  himfelf  that  he  could 
not  aik  us  to  dine  with  him  that  Day,  becaufe 
he  was  to  go  immediately  to  Rejhd  j  but  he  de¬ 
ft  red  that  we  would  tarry  and  reft  ourfelves  with 
the  Calenter ,  who  would  be  very  glad  of  our 
Company.  So  after  having  been  treated  by  the 
Vizir  with  Coffee,  Tea,  and  Sweetmeats,  we 
retir’d  to  the  Calenter ’s.  The  Houfe  of  the  Vi¬ 
zir ,,  according  to  the  Rerfian  Tafte,  is  no  mean 
one  :  It  ftood  at  the  weft  End  of  a  large  oblong 
Court,  which  was  enclos’d  with  a  Wall  a  Quar¬ 
ter  of  a  Mile  in  circuit  ;  the  Ground  was  not 
pav’d  with  Stones,  but  cover’d  with  a  Green- 
fod.  The  eaft  End  of  the  Houfe  is  one  large 
Gallery,  cover’d  over  head,  in  which  is  a  Foun¬ 
tain  that  plays.  We  afcended  to  the  Gallery  by 
many  Steps,  fo  that  it  was  rather  in  the  middle 
Story  above  twenty  Feet  from  the  Ground  ;  this 
gave  it  the  Command  of  a  vaft  extended  Land- 
Ikip  :  The  ProfpeCl  all  the  Way  to  the  Eaft  ward 
and  the  adjacent  Country  being  finely  interfpers’d 
with  Mountains,  Woods,  and  Vales,  nothing 
could  be  more  delightful.  At  the  farther  End 
of  the  Gallery  fate  the  Vizir,  and  on  each  Side 
of  him,  clofe  to  the  Walls,  fate  on  Carpets,  on 
the  Floor,  feveral  Perfians  of  Note,  fmoaking 
out  of  their  Caullyons ,  with  their  Legs  under 
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them,  and  not  acrofs  after  the  Turkijh  Manner, 
obferving  a  profound  Silence.  The  Vizir  is  a- 
bout  thirty  five  Years  old,  and  has  attain’d  to 
the  Command  of  1000  Men,  having  a  fort  of 
Colonel9 s  Rank.  In  the  Abfence  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor  the  Vizir  has  a  Guard  of  an  hundred  Men  : 
Thefe  he  had  order’d  to  be  drawn  up  on  foot 
under  the  Gallery,  in  two  Angle  Lines  facing 
each  other,  the  Space  of  twenty  Foot  being  be¬ 
twixt  each  Line  :  This,  no  doubt,  he  intended 
as  a  noble  Piece  of  Grandeur  ,  but  to  us,  who 
had  feen  European  Guards,  it  appear’d  a  very 
mean  Sight.  We  afterwards  faw  this  Company 
frequently  perform  their  Exercife  by  our  Houfe 
at  Rejhd.  All  their  Difciplining,  as  far  as  we 
could  perceive,  was  galloping  away  two  or  three 
together,  and  difcharging  their  Pieces  in  full 
Speed,  exaftly  after  the  Manner  of  the  Rufs 
CoJTacks.  Their  Arms  were  old  and  auk  ward, 
with  Match-locks ;  their  Clothes,  a  white  coarfe 
'Woolen  Cloth,  little  better  than  what  the  Rif 
fian  Boors  make  and  wear. 

We  return’d  to  the  Calenter* s,  with  whom 
we  now  began  to  be  acquainted,  and  having  our 
Rooms  to  ourfelves  we  retir’d  when  we  pleas’d. 
We  occafion’d  him  more  Guefls  than  ufual;  per¬ 
ceiving  that  their  Coming  was  chiefly  to  fee  us, 
we  fate  moftly  in  the  publick  Room,  which  was 
very  handfome,  and  in  the  middle  a  Fountain 
playing.  Among  feveral  other  People  of  Note 
came  three  Aftrologers,  and  v/ith  them  three  of  their 
Difciples  *,  the  former  were  drefs’dinWhite,  with  re¬ 
markable  large  white  Eurbants  on  their  Pleads,  but 
their  Difciples  were  drefs’d  in  a  common  Perfian 
Habit.  The  Rerfians  are  even  to  this  Day  great 
Loyers  of  Aftrology ,  and  pay  a  profound  Re- 
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fpe£fc  to  the  Profeffors  of  it,  relying  much  on  their 
Predictions.  All  this  we  were  well  inform’d  of9 
and  therefore  took  care  to  fhew  them  a  parties 
lar  KefpeCt ;  and  the  more,  as  we  verily  believ’d 
they  were  fent  by  the  Vizir  on  purpofe  to  give 
their  Opinions  of  us:  We  hope  they  gave  a  fa^ 
vourable  one,  for  our  Linguift  had  unknown  ta 
us  inform’d  them  that  one  of  us  was  a  Proficient 
in  Aftronomy ,  which  was  the  Occafion  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Aftronomer  to  fend  a  Prefent  of  a  Rerftan 
Calendar ,  very  fairly  written.  The  Vizir  had 
order’d  fome  of  his  People  to  go  out  and  kill  us 
a  Deer,  of  which  there  are  great  Plenty  in  the 
neighbouring  Mountains  ;  at  Noon  they  return¬ 
ed  and  brought  a  fine  fat  Buck.  On  this  we  flip¬ 
ped,  having  din’d  on  the  Calenter9 s  Provifions. 
At  Supper  we  were  attended  by  Order  of  the 
Vizir  with  two  Rerftan  Muficians,  who  play’d 
on  a  fort  of  Bag-pipes,  that  were  very  un tunable 
and  fhrill  ;  and  this  wretched  Noife  we  were 
forc’d  to  commend,  and,  what  was  much  worfe, 
endure  it  for  fome  Hours. 

Next  Morning  we  took  leave  of  the  Calenter , 
and  return’d  to  Rejhd.  But  it  being  pretty  late, 
we  fuffer’d  much  from  the  Heat,  and  were  both 
of  us  fomething  cut  of  order,  otherwife  this 
would  have  been  a  very  pleafant  Journey ;  for 
on  all  Sides  of  us  were  Groves  of  mo  ft  fort  of 
Fruit-trees,  and  the  Gardens  abound  with  an  in¬ 
finite  Number  of  Water-Melons ,  which  were 
ripe  at  this  Time.  The  vaft  Number  of  fmall 
Trenches  which  convey  running  Water  to  the 
Rice  Fields,  yielded  us  a  very  refrefhing  Sight 
in  thofe  extream  Heats,  as  well  as  frequently 
allay’d  our  Thirft. 

July 
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July  i  ft.  This  Afternoon  we  waited  on  the 
Vizir ,  and  again  related  to  him  the  End  of  our 
coming  into  Perjia  :  He  being  alone,  we  had 
much  Difcourfe  with  him  ;  the  Refult  cf  which 
was,  that  as  to  the  Goods  we  now  brought  with 
us,  he  faid  the  Shad? s  Merchant  would  buy 
them,  and  he  could  allure  me,  that  he  would 
give  as  much  for  them  as  any  other ;  that  if  we 
pleas’d  we  might  go  to  th z Shach  at  Mefched ,  and 
negotiate  our  own  Affairs  ;  but,  as  we  had  intimat¬ 
ed,  waiting  on  the  Shach  ourfelves,  did  not  fuit  at 
prefent  with  the  Difpofition  of  our  Affairs,  he 
hinted,  that  if  we  would  draw  up  a  Petition,  fit¬ 
ting  forth  what  Privileges  we  deiir’d,  he  would 
diredly  forward  it  to  the  Shach ,  who,  he  allur¬ 
ed  us,  would  grant  a  Decree  in  our  Favour.  It 
was  not  our  Intentions  to  enter  into  any  Nego¬ 
tiation  this  Year  that  might  be  the  Occalion  of 
a  Decree  ;  but  finding  fo  fair  an  Opportunity 
offer  itfelf,  we  thought  it  would  be  very  impru¬ 
dent  to  negled  it,  tho’  it  fhould  coft  us  a  Sum  of 
Money;  and  without  conliderable  Expences  it 
could  not  be  expeded.  We  farther  confider’d, 
if  we  refus’d  to  accept  this  Decree,  or  Grant, 
when  it  was  fo  kindly  offer’d  to  us,  it  would  cer¬ 
tainly  render  all  that  we  had  faid  of  ourfelves  to 
be  fufpeded,  and  would  give  the  Armenians  an 
excellent  Handle  againft  us,  who,  we  knew, 
would  embrace  every  Opportunity  to  injure  and 
difappoint  us  :  Befides,  as  we  found  the  Perftan 
Trade  would  very  well  anfwer,  we  concluded 
no  Time  ought  to  be  loft,  but  that  we  ought  to 
prepare  the  Way  to  enter  upon  it  as  foon  as  pof 
ftble;  that  our  Friends  would  naturally  exped 
this  of  us,  who  had  favour’d  our  Journey  hither. 
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and  were  determin’d  to  profecute  our  Defign  and 
fupport  us  in  it.  In  confequence  of  thefe  Re¬ 
flections  we  immediately  embrac’d  the  Vizir9 s 
Offer,  and  return’d  him  our  Thanks  for  the 
Honour  he  did  us,  in  propofing  to  efpoufe  our 
Intereft  that  we  would  draw  up  a  Petition  as 
foon  as  poffible,  and  lay  it  before  him  for  his 
probation. 

Having  taken  leave  of  the  Vizir,  we  came  to 
the  Shach’s  Merchant,  who  retir’d  into  the  back 
Apartment,  where  we  convers’d  a  long  Time 
together.  He  enquir’d  particularly  about  the 
Nature  of  our  Trade  ;  whether  that  Company  of 
Englijh  Merchants  which  traded  to  St.  Peterburg 
were  the  fame  that  traded  to  Ifaphan  by  way  of 
the  Eaft  Indies  ;  We  anfwer’d  all  his  Queftions, 
as  we  imagin’d,  much  to  his  Satisfaction,  and  after¬ 
wards  inform’d  him  of  the  Converfation  we  had 
liad  with  the  Vizir  juft  before,  and  of  our  Inten¬ 
tion  to  fend  a  Petition  to  the  Shach  at  Mejhed 
to  crave  his  Protection  and  free  Trade  to  his 
Dominions.  He  reply’d,  we  could  not  do  bet¬ 
ter  :  As  our  Petition  related  to  Trade,  it  would 
be  referr’d  to  the  Shach9 s  principal  Merchant, 
who  is  his  Treafarer  and  a  Favourite.  He  faid 
he  would  write  particularly  to  his  Mailer,  the 
faid  principal  Merchant,  concerning  us,  and  that 
he  was  ready  to  do  us  all  the  good  Offices  in  his 
Power.  We  thank’d  him  ;  and  added,  that  it 
would  be  of  fingular  Advantage  to  us  to  have 
our  Bufinefs  fpeedily  difpatch’d  ;  if  he  would 
pleafe  to  intimate  the  fame  to  his  Mafler  he 
would  do  us  a  very  great  Favour,  becaufe  our 
Stay  would  be  but  fhort,  we  intending  to  return 
by  the  next  Veffel  that  fail’d  for  Aftracan , 
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The  next  Day  we  drew  up  a  Petition  in  Eng~ 
lifh ,  which  we  got  tranflated  into  the  Perfian 
Language,  in  the  beft  Manner  we  could,  which 
is  as  follows. 


zphe  Humble  PETITION  of  the  British 
Company  of  Merchants,  trading  to  the  Em¬ 
pire  of  RUSSIA. 


I.  Hjp  HAT  the  faid  Company  may  have  Leave 

A  freejy  to  navigate  the  Cafpian ,  and  may 
at  all  Times  fail  to  and  from  any  of  the  Great 
Shach9 s  Ports  on  the  Cafpian  with  Merchandize 
without  Reftraint. 

II.  That  the  Company  may  at  all  Times  im¬ 
port  into  any  Part  of  the  Great  Shach’s  Domi¬ 
nions,  fituate  either  in  Perfia ,  India  or  Bokhara , 
fach  Commodities  and  Manufactures  as  are  the 
ProduCt  of  Great  Britain ,  or  of  any  other  King¬ 
dom  or  Empire  that  may  be  found  vendible 
in  Perfia ,  India  and  Bokhara ,  paying  fuch  Duty 
only  on  Importation  as  the  Subjects  of  Perfia 
ufually  pay.  That  they  may  be  buffer’d  to  in¬ 
vert  the  Produce  of  fuch  Merchandize  as  they 
fhall  import  in  Raw-Silk,  or  any  other  Commo¬ 
dity,  the  Product  of  the  Great  Shach9 s  Domi¬ 
nions,  paying  fuch  Duty  on  Exportation  only 
as  the  Subjects  of  Perfia  cuftomarily  pay, 

III.  That  the  Company  may  have  Leave 
freely  to  hire  or  buy  Houfes  or  Ware-houfes  in 
any  Part  of  the  Great  Shack9 s  Dominions  *,  there 
to  difpoie  of  their  Goods  to  the  belt  Advantage, 
without  being  liable  to  pay  any  other  Duty  than 
what  was  firft  paid  on  Importation. 

IV.  That  the  Company  may  have  all  imagin- 
ble  Protection  for  their  Perfons  and  Effects  whilft 

they 
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they  fhall  continue  in  the  Great  Shacb* s  Domi¬ 
nions,  and  Leave  to  depart  thence  freely  at  all 
Times,  as  their  Occafions  may  require. 

V.  That  the  Company  will  be  ready  at  all 
Times  to  contract  with  the  Great  Sbacb’s  Mer¬ 
chants  for  any  Quantity  of  Cloth  for  the  cloth¬ 
ing  the  Ptrfian  Army,  or  any  other  Ufe,  the 
SbacPs  Merchants  delivering  Proofs  of  fuch 
Cloth, '  the  Price  they  will  receive  them  at,  and 
the  Quantity  they  want :  That  when  the  faid 
Cloths  fhall  be  imported  according  to  Contra#, 
if  the  SbacF s  Merchants  find  any  of  them  that 
do  not  come  up  to  the  Proof  (or  Pattern)  they 
may  reje#  them;  but  for  thofe  they  fhall  receive, 
to  pay  ready  Money.  That  the  Merchants  may 
difpofe  of  thofe  Cloths  that  may  be  refus’d  im¬ 
mediately,  or  when  they  think  fit,  in  any  Part 
of  the  Great  Sbacb9 s  Dominions  on  the  fame 
Terms.  The  Company  will  be  at  all  Times 
ready  to  contra#  with  the  Sbacb' s  Merchants 
for  any  Quantity  of  any  other  Sort  of  Commo¬ 
dity.  The  Company  hope  no  manner  of  Delay 
will  be  made  on  the  Part  of  the  Sbacb’ s  Mer¬ 
chants,  in  receiving  Goods  contracted  for ;  and 
for  all  fuch  Goods  as  fhall  be  accepted,  they 
expe#  the  Money  to  be  paid  them  immedi- 
ately  on  the  Delivery  of  the  Goods,  other- 
wife  the  Company  will  be  great  Sufferers,  as 
they  can’t  elfe  make  Returns  for  fuch  Goods  the 
fame  Year. 

VI.  That  if  the  Company  fhall  contra#  with 
private  Perjian  Merchants  for  any  certain  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Goods,  and  any  Difpute  fhall  arife  about 
the  Delivery  or  Payment  of  the  fame,  the  Go¬ 
vernor  for  the  fame  Province  to  decide  the  Dif¬ 
ference  ;  but  if  the  Company  fhall  not  choofe  to 
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abide  by  the  Decifion  of  the  Governor ,  that  then 
they  may  have  Leave  to  appeal  directly  to  the 
Great  Schah  himfelf. 

VII.  That  the  Company  pay  Duty  on  Goods, 
imported  or  exported,  in  the  current  Coin  of 
Perjta  :  But  if  any  of  their  Ships  fnall  arrive  at 
any  other  of  the  Great  Schah* s  Forts  than  Rejhd , 
and  fliali  not  be  furnifh’d  with  Perfian  Money 
enough  to  difcharge  theDuty  of  fuchGoodsas  they 
import,  then  the  Receiver  of  the  Cufloms  of 
fuch  Port  fliali  take  a  Bill  of  Exchange  on  the 
Company’s  Houfe  at  Rejhd  for  the  Amount  of 
fuch  Duty. 

VIII.  That  when  the  Company  {hall  have 
paid  Duty  on  Goods  imported  in  fuch  Port  as  they 
{hall  be  imported  into,  the  faid  Goods  to  be  liable 
to  no  farther  Duty  on  any  Pretence  whatfoever* 
altho’  fuch  Goods  are  carried  from  thence  into 
any  other  Part  of  the  Great  Schah* s  Dominions. 

IX.  That  Goods  imported  by  the  Company 
hot  for  the  Schah* s  Ufe,  but  defign’d  to  be  fold 
in  the  Inland  Parts  of  his  Dominions,  may  not 
be  liable  to  be  wholly  unpack’d,  but  when  vffited 
by  the  Cuftom-houfe  Officers  only  fo  far  open’d 
as  may  fatisfy  them  there  is  no  Fraud  defign’d, 
but  that  the  Contents  of  the  Bales  are  fuch  as 
they  were  reported  to  be. 

X.  That  the  Company  may  have  a  Perfori 
appointed  to  attend  them,  that  on  Occafion  may 
be  a  Witnefs  betwixt  them  and  any  Perfon  they 
may  contract  with  for,  or  fell  Goods  to,  or  for 
any  other  fuch  Ufe. 

*  X 

We  humbly  crave  Leave,  that  this  our  Bufinefs 
may  be  fpeedily  difpatch’d  that  we  may  the 
fooner  return  with  our  Report ,  and  that  if* 
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through  the  fmall  Time  allotted  us  to  draw  up 
this  Petition,  we  may  have  forgot  any  mate-' 
rial  Articles,  we  humbly  hope  that  we  may 
obtain  them  the  next  Year. 


Signed 

and 

Sealed 


J.  E. 
M.  G, 


When  this  Petition  was  tranflated  we  la’d  it 
before  the  Vizir ,  for  his  and  the  Court  Mer¬ 
chants  Approbation.  They  were  pleas’d  to 
find  no  Fault  with  it.  At  the  fame  Time  we 
inform’d  them,  we  had  nothing  to  accompany 
our  Petition  worth  tendering  the  Schah ,  unlefs 
a  Gold  Repeating- Watch  (which  was  a  very 
curious  one)  might  be  thought  fo.  They  both 
view’d  the  Watch,  and  approv’d  the  fending  it ; 
for  delivering  a  Petition  in  Perfia  without  its 
being  attended  with  a  Prefen t  is  impracticable, 
and  indeed  it  is  an  Affront  to  attempt  it.  Having 
got  our  Petition  fairly  copy’d  in  the  Perfian  and 
in  th zEnglifh  Languages,  we  deliver’d  both  Copies 
and  Repeating- Watch  to  the  *  Kupecheen  ;  like- 
wife  we  fent  a  plain  Gold  Watch  to  the  Schah' s 
Favourite  and  Treafurer.  Thefe  were  forward¬ 
ed  the  4th  of  July,  by  the  Kupecheen ’$  own  Ser¬ 
vant  to  Mejhed ,  where  the  young  Schah ,  eldeff 
Son  of  Nadir  Schah ,  refides  and  govern’d  Perfia 
in  his  Father’s  Abfence  in  India. 

On  our  Arrival  at  Refled,  we  found  the  Ac¬ 
counts  that  we  had  given  us  of  the  Affairs  of 
Perfia  whilft  we  were  at  Afiracan  to  be  but  too 
true,  that  the  Schah  by  his  Kupecheens  (for  he 


J  Kupecheen,  or  Coopcheen 3  a  Court  Merchant. 
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hath  one  or  more  in  every  City  in  Perfia )  was 
become,  in  a  manner,  the  foie  Merchant  or 
Trader  in  all  Perfia ,  as  none  but  the  Schah*  $> 
Kupecheens  could  buy  any  Goods  imported:  And 
as  to  Raw-Silk,  not  only  the  Produdt  of  the 
Province  of  Gilan ,  but  of  all  the  other  Provin¬ 
ces  that  produce  Silk,  was  wholly  engrofs’d  by 
the  Schah.  Hence  we,  amongft  the  reft,  were- 
oblig’d  to  tender  our  Goods  to  the  Schah9 s  Ku- 
pecheen .  Soon  after  that  we  had  offer’d  our 
Goods  to  him,  he  fent  feveral  trading  People  of 
the  City  of  Rejhd  to  view  them,  and  enquire  the 
Price,  and  in  a  few  Days  to  give  him  an  Ac¬ 
count,  or  make  their  Report  to  him  :  The  Ku- 
pecheen  declares  thereon  the  Price  he  will  give 
for  them  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  let  us  know, 
that  if  we  liked  not  the  Price  he  offer’d  for  our 
Goods,  we  were  free  to  carry  them  to  any  other 
Market  in  Perfia  ;  that  he  wanted  them  not  at 
an  Under- Price,  for  at  what  the  other  Merchants 
valued  them  at,  he  was  ready  to  give  ;  more  he 
could  not  anfwer.  We  have  before  obferv’d, 
that  our  Goods  were  chiefly  forted  for  Mefched 
and  the  Frontiers  of  Bokhara ,  and  there  we 
would  fain  have  carried  them ;  but  then  we 
Ihould  not  have  been  able  to  have  come  back^ 
from  Perfia  this  Year  ;  becaufe  before  we  could 
have  return’d  from  Mefched  to  Rejhd  all  the 
Veffels  defign’d  for  Aftracan  would  have  been 
failed. 

As  the  Kupecheen  had  offer’d  us  the  Choice  of 
all  the  Markets  in  Perfia  to  fell  our  Goods  at, 
and  as  this  was  a  Favour  he  granted  to  none  but 
ourfelves,  we  thought  we  ought  not  to  defpife 
it,  but  try  if  any  other  Merchant  would  give  us 
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a  better  Price  than  he  offer’d  us ;  therefore,  after 
a  Fortnight  and  more  beating  the  Market,  and 
finding  no  one  would  give  us  fo  much  for  the 
greateftPart  of  our  Goods  as  the  Kupecheen  had  bid 
us,  we  were  forc’d  to  clofe  with  him  as  the  bell 
Cuffomer  •,  during  which  Time  we  had  feveral 
Perfian  and  Armenian  Merchants  came  to  view 
our  Goods,  with  a  Defign  to  buy  them,  who 
were  no  ways  influenced  or  awed  by  the  Kupe¬ 
cheen.  We  met  with  one  Armenian  who  was 
going  to  Mefched ,  and  he  bought  Part  of  our 
Goods,  and  gave  us  confiderably  more  than  the 
Kupecheen  had  offer’d  us  ;  and  on  our  fending 
to  him  he  immediately  gave  us  a  Pafs  for  thofe 
Goods. 

The  Province  of  Gilan ,  of  which  Rejhd  is  the 
principal  City,  is  well  known  to  produce  the 
beft  and  greateft  Quantity  of  Silk  of  any  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Perfia  ;  but  it  is  uncertain  at  prefent 
what  Quantity  it  produces.  The  Silk-Works 
fuffer’d  much  when  Peter  the  Great  took  Pof- 
feflion  of  Gilan ,  as  it  occafion’d  many  of  the 
Perfian  Boors  to  forfake  their  Habitations  and 
negledt  their  Silk-Worms :  This  Injury  Gilan 
has  not  yet  recover’d.  It  is  faid,  that  the  an¬ 
nual  Duty  paid  on  Silk  in  Gilan ,  for  fome 
Years  laid  pad,  hath  been  only  5000  Pood*. 
"Whereas  it  is  evident,  this  Province  muff  have 
produced  a  much  greater  Quantity  every  Year  : 
This,  they  fay,  came  to  the  Schah9 s  Knowledge, 
and  occafion’d  him  to  engrofs  the  Silk  to  himfelf 
this  Year,  more  immediately  with  a  View  to 
know  certainly  what  Quantity  of  Silk  the  Pro¬ 
vince  did  a&mally  produce,  than  out  of  a  Defign 
to  monopolize  that  Commodity  and  enhance  its 
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Price  •,  for,  according  to  the  above  Account,  the 
Province  of  Gilan  does  not  pay  Duty  on  half  the 
Silk  it  produces  ;  and  if  the  other  Provinces  a <5t 
in  the  fame  Manner,  then  the  Schah  is  deprived 
of  more  than  half  his  Duty  on  Silk,  and  no 
Commodity  pays  fo  high  a  Duty  as  Silk,  or 
brings  fo  much  Money  into  the  Sc  hah*  s  Trea- 
fury. 

On  the  beft  and  clofeft  Enquiry  we  could 
make  (for  from  what  we  have  mention’d  there 
can  be  no  Reliance  on  the  Cuftom-houfe  Books) 
Gilan  now  produces  not  above  12000  Pood 
per  Annum.  About  one  half  of  this  is  confum- 
ed  in  Perfia ,  and  the  ref:  is  carried  to  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Markets,  thro’  Turkey  and  RuJJia.  Ci¬ 
thers  fay,  that  Gilan  yields  upwards  of  1 5000 
Pood  of  Silk  ;  but  we  choofe  to  believe  the  more 
moderate  Report :  Though  it  is  certain  the  Silk- 
Works  continue  greatly  to  improve. 

Since  we  have  fo  often  mention’d  the  Prohi¬ 
bitions  in  Trade,  we  fhall  briefly  relate  how 
they  came  to  take  place,  as  we  were  inform’d. 
As  foon  as  Nadir  Schah  had  declared  his  Son 
foie  Regent ,  or  reigning  Schah  of  Perfia ,  he 
chofe  for  his  Favourite  a  Merchant  of  Ifpahan , 
and  made  him  his  Treafurer:  This  was  a  cun¬ 
ning  enterprizing  Man  in  the  Vigour  of  his  Age* 
It  was  natural  for  a  Man  of  fuch  a  Call:  of  Mind  to 
negledt  no  Occaflon  to  enrich  himfelf;  and  as 
one  Means  to  do  fo,  he  fell  upon  this  Projedt  of 
engrofling  to  himfelf  all  the  European  Imports ; 
of  all  which  he,  by  his  Agents,  propofed  to  be 
the  foie  Buyer  and  Seller.  To  enable  him  to  car¬ 
ry  on  this  pernicious  Project,  he  propofed  to  the 
young  Schah  to  advance  him  a  Million  of  *  Robles , 

and 
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and  to  allow  him  this  Privilege  he  was  to  pay 
Intereft  for  this  Sum  at  the  Rate  of  30  per  Cent . 
per  Ann.  and  to  pay  off  the  Principal  in  a  certain 
Term  of  Years.  Alfo  at  the  fame  time  he  pro- 
pofed  the  Monopoly  of  all  the  Raw-Silk  in Perjia^ 
under  Pretence  of  preventing  all  Frauds  in  the 
Duty  of  that  Commodity.  The  young  Schah 
granted  the  Favourite  his  Requefts,  extravagant 
as  they  were,  and  immediately  thereupon  his 
Servants  were  placed  in  all  the  great  Cities  of 
Trade,  under  the  Name  of  the  Schah9 s  Kupe- 
cheens  :  Thefe  Gentlemen  enter’d  on  their  Of¬ 
fice  about  the  Beginning  of  this  Year  1739,  and 
have  in  a  manner  put  a  Stop  to  all  the  Trade  of 
Perfia ;  particularly  to  that  of  the  Province  of 
Gilan ,  to  which  fo  many  Perfian  and  Foreign 
Merchants  refort  with  Goods,  and  to  buy  up 
Raw- Silk. 

This  animated  the  People  of  Refhd  to  apply 
directly  to  the  young  Schah  himfelf,  and  by  their 
*  Calenter  boldly  accufe  his  Favourite  the  Trea- 
furer.  They  inform’d  the  Schah ,  That  they 
were  at  any  Time  ready  to  part  with  their  Lives 
and  Fortunes  to  ferve  himfelf  or  Father ;  but  as  no 
Emergency  of  State  laid  them  under  fuch  Hard- 
fhips,  they  had  nothing  to  complain  of  but  the 
Infatiable  Avarice  of  the  Treafurer  in  the  new 
Regulations  of  Trade,  fo  they  humbly  hoped 
they  might  find  Redrels  and  Relief  from  fuch  an 
unreafonable  Burthen.  At  this  the  Schah  was 
mov’d,  and  afk’d  the  Treafurer  how  he  dare 
venture  to  deceive  him  in  an  Affair  of  fuch  Con- 
fequence,  and  proje6fc  fuch  deftru&ive  Schemes 
only  to  enrich  himfelf  ?  The  Treafurer  deny’d 
that  it  was  to  ferve  his  own  private  Ends  he  en¬ 
ter^ 
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enter'd  Upon  thefe  Meafures,  but  that  be  de~ 
fign’d  the  Profits  of  them  for  his  Majefty’s  Ufe ; 
and  that  his  Projedts  did  not  lay  the  Province  of 
Gilan  under  fuxh  Hardfhips  as  the  Calenter  re- 
prefented4,  and  that  what  he  had  advanced  was 
a  mere  fpecious  Pretence,  he  only  taking  this 
Opportunity  of  difobeying  the  Scbab’s  Orders  5 
and  that  thefe  were  only  Beginnings  :  Should  the 
*  Cban  of  Gilan  and  the  Calenter  be  fuffer'd 
thus  to  proceed  with  Impunity*  his  Majefty 
would  foon  find  they  would  objedt  againft  all 
the  Orders  he  fhould  fend  them  ;  and  that  it 
was  of  his  Authority,  as  Scbah ,  they  really  com¬ 
plain’d,  tho’  they  were  loath  to  acknowledge  it, 
and  not  of  any  Grievance  his  Projedts  had  laid 
them  unden 

Thefe  Arguments  fo  prevail’d  on  the  Scbah , 
(who,  as  young  as  he  was,  could  not  bear  to  hear 
of  his  Authority  being  defpifed)  that  he  inftant- 
ly  order’d  the  Cban  to  be  degraded,  and  the  poor 
Calenter  to  be  ftrangled.  So  the  fame  Prohibi¬ 
tions  on  Trade  are  ftill  continued,  only  with  this 
Difference,  that  the  Vizir  now  fees  the  Price 
fet  on  thofe  Goods  the  Merchants  buy,  and 
they  pay  for  them,  which  has  not  in  the  leaft 
mended  the  Matter. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  tbtScbab’s  becoming  the 
foie  Buyer  of  all  Goods  was  fet  on  foot,  and  the 
Projedt  of  the  Treafurer’s,  with  no  other  View 
than  to  ferve  his  own  private  Ends,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  won’t  laft  long  *,  for  it  is 
of  fo  monftrous  a  Kind,  and  fuch  an  intolerable 
Burthen  and  Perplexity  on  Trade,  that  its  own, 
Weight  muff  foon  deftroy  it.  For  fuppofing 
(what  can  never  be  expedted)  that  the  Scbab’s 
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Merchants  fhould  continue  to  give  the  fame 
Price  for  all  Goods  imported  as  the  Perfiian  pri¬ 
vate  Merchants  formerly  gave,  and  fhould  fell 
Silk  at  the  fame  Price  it  was  fold  to  Foreigners 
formerly  at,  and  continue  to  pay  the  Boors  their 
■ufual  Price  for  it ;  yet  would  this  Project  thus 
cautioufly  managed  be  of  pernicious  Confequence 
to  Perjia ,  confidering  how  many  thoufand  petty 
Traders  and  Shop-Keepers  would  thereby  be  to¬ 
tally  undone  and  fet  a-ftarving,  all  whofe  Profits 
•muft  now  center  in  the  Scbab.  Thefe  heretofore 
got  a  comfortable  Subfiftence  by  buying  fome  of 
them  a  Bale  of  Cloth  or  two,  and  other  Goods, 
which  they  retail’d  out ;  which  fort  of  Employ¬ 
ment  much  fuits  the  Perjians  :  But  now  the 
Scbab  himfelf,  by  his  Agents,  fells  by  the  Mea- 
fiure  or  Ell ;  and  as  the  other  Retailers  muft  firlt 
buy  out  of  the  Scbab9 s  Ware-houfes,  fo  it  can’t 
be  fuppos’d  they  can  any  way  find  their  Account 
in  retailing  at  fuch  a  Difad  vantage,  and  confe- 
quently  muft  fhut  up  their  Shops. 

It  is  certain,  the  Scbab  muft  know  better  than 
to  continue  Prohibitions,  which,  tho’  never  fo 
prudently  managed,  muft  yet  prove  fatal  to  fo 
vaft  a  Number  of  his  trading  Subjects,  and  in 
the  End  deftroy  ail  the  Trade  of  Perfia.  The 
Difficulty  is,  the  Danger  that  attends  the  fet  ting 
the  Scbab  right  in  this  Matter,  as  appears  from 
the  Difgrace  of  the  Governor  and  the  Fate  of 
the  poor  Calenter  of  Refbd  fo  lately.  This 
Scheme  feems  calculated  to  impoverifti  the  Per¬ 
fian  Merchants ;  for  it  is  the  fame  thing  to  a 
Foreigner  to  fell  his  Goods,  and  to  buy  Perfian 
Goods  of  the  Scbab9 s  Merchants  as  the  Perfian 
private  Merchants,  provided  he  can  do  it  on  the 
lame  Terms  the  Scbati s  Merchants,  and  muft: 
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deal  nearly  on  the  fame,  or  they  will  foon 
ceafe  to  trade  with  them.  If  they  attempt  to 
heat  down  the  Price  of  foreign  Commodi¬ 
ties,  and  raife  the  Price  of  Silk,  it  can  only 
ferve  their  Turn  but  once,  and  another  Year 
no  Foreigners  will  fend  them  any  Goods,  or 
come  to  buy  any  ;  and  the  Confequence  will  be, 
the  Kupecheens  will  have  little  to  do.  It  is  ge¬ 
nerally  believed  the  young  Scbah  will  be  better 
informed,  there  being  thole  about  him,  that  at  3, 
proper  Time  will  venture  to  fet  him  right  about 
this  Affair.  That  he  is  ready  to  red  refs  Griev¬ 
ances,  and  encourage  Trade,  we  could  produce 
feveral  Inftances  ;  witnefs  the  Decree  or  Order 
he  fo  readily  granted  us,  and  that,  it  is  faid,  he 
lately  granted  to  the  Armenians ,  which  im powers 
them  to  carry  their  Goods  to  any  Market  in  Per - 
fia ,  without  regard  to  the  Scbah' s  Kupecheens^ 
that  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  Treafurer’s  Projects 
are  near  at  an  end. 

Indeed  as  to  the  Quantity  of  Silk  the  Province 
produces,  there’s  the  higheft  Reafon  the  Scbah 
fhould  be  fatisfed  therein.  Now  this  could  not 
be  done  fo  eafly  as  by  engroffmg  all  the  Silk  for 
a  Year  or  two-,  and  it  is  no  new  Thing,  and 
has  been  done  before  more  than  once. 

In  order  to  the  better  understanding  the  Af¬ 
fairs  of  Perfta  with  regard  to  Trade,  ’tis  necef- 
fary  we  fhould  briefly  relate  what  is  here  told  us 
of  Nadir  Scbah,  who  is  the  famous  Kouli  Kan  i 
who  when  he  depofed  the  late  Scbah ,  (of  the 
ancient  Scbah s  of  Perfia  )  and  afcended  the 
Throne  about  four  Years  fince,  took  on  himfelf 
the  Title  of  Scbah ,  and  Name  of  Nadir ,  which 
fignifies  Wonderful.  As  foon  as  he  had  feated  him- 
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felf  firmly  on  the  Perfian  Throne,  and  madd 
Peace  with  the  Turks ,  he  proceeded  on  the  In¬ 
dia  Expedition.  At  the  fame  he  eftablifhed  his 
eldeffc  Son,  Rifa  Kuli  Mirza ,  foie  Regent  of 
the  Perfian  Empire,  commanding  all  the  Khans , 
or  Governors  of  Provinces,  to  regard  his  Son, 
and  not  himfelf,  as  reigning  $chab  of  Perjia  \ 
accordingly  he  has  ever  fince  governed  Perfia , 
and  continued  fo  to  the  Time  his  Father  return¬ 
ed  from  India.  It  is  about  1 8  Months  fince 
Nadir  Schah  took  Candahar ,  which  is  efteemed 
the  Key  of  the  Indies  on  the  North,  and  as  fuch 
had  been  ftrongly  fortify’d  and  garrifon’d  by  the 
Mogul.  It  was  like  wife  as  well  defended,  for  it 
eoft  Nadir  Schah  a  Siege  of  eight  Months  to  re¬ 
duce  it  *,  which  having  done,  and  fettled  his  Af¬ 
fairs  on  that  Side,  he  marched  dire&ly  forward 
into  India ,  took  Labor ,  and  feveral  other  Cities, 
before  the  Great  Mogul  came  in  Perfon  to  oppofe 
him,  and  put  a  Stop  to  his  Victories .  Not  far  from 
the  City  of  Dalhi ,  the  two  royal  Armies  met, 
and  here  a  very  lucky  Accident  fell  out  which 
favoured  Nadir  Schah  :  the  greatefl  Part  of 
the  Mogul's  Army  was  under  the  Influence  of  a 
certain  Raja ,  who  commanded  as  Field- Mar fhal 
under  the  Great  Mogul.  The  Raja  being  not 
on  good  Terms  with  the  Great  Mogul  on  a 
fudden  deferts  him,  and  drew  off  thofe  Troops 
that  adhered  to  him,  leaving  his  Prince  with 
much  the  fmaller  Part  of  the  Army,  which  yet 
much  out-numbered  the  Enemy.  The  Perfian 
Nadir  apprized  of  this  lucky  Accident, did  not  fail 
to  make  the  bed:  ufe  of  it ;  and  therefore  inftant- 
ly  obliged  the  Mogul  to  give  him  Battle.  In  the 
Fight,  the  Perfians  put  thzMogul's  Army  wholly 
to  the  Rout,  'i  he  Great  Mogul  fled,  and  un- 
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happily  fhut  himfelf  up  in  Dalhi ,  or  Jonabai ,  as 
it  is  called  9  which  the  Nadir  prefently  in  veiled, 
and  foon  carried  it  by  Storm.  Here  again  the 
Mogul  fled,  but  in  vain  ;  for  being  clofely  pur- 
fued  he  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the  Perjtans ,  and 
was  made  Prifoner. 

It  is  generally  reported,  that  as  foon  as  Nadir 
Schah  heard  of  the  Great  Mogul's  being  in  hk 
Pofleflion,  he  fent  his  younged  Son  in  great 
Pomp  to  meet  him,  and  condutd  him  to  the 
Camp  ;  where  when  he  arrived,  the  Schah 
treated  him  with  all  the  Refpe6t  due  to  a  Royal 
Prifoner,  and  feated  the  Mogul  clofe  by  him¬ 
felf,  and  obliged  him  to  difpatch  all  the  Affairs 
of  India  as  if  he  had  been  ffill  a  free  Prince 
reigning  as  before,  without  any  Controul.  That 
after  having  agreed  on  certain  Terms  with  the 
Great  Moguls  and  fettled  the  Boundaries  of  each 
Empire,  he  re-inftated  him  in  the  Pofleflion  of 
the  Indies ,  and  began  his  March  back  for  Can - 
dahar  and  the  Bokhara's.  The  Nadir  immedi¬ 
ately  had  this  Battle  and  Victory  proclaimed  over 
all  the  Empire  of  Perfia ,  with  the  Account  of 
the  Mogul  being  his  Prifoner,  Although  it  is 
difficult  to  come  at  the  Truth  of  State  Affairs  in 
thefe  arbitrary  Countries,  yet  they  do  venture  to 
fay,  that  the  young  Schah  had  cut  off  the  whole 
Race  of  the  ancient  Schabs  of  Perfia  \  for  Nadir 
Schah  left  the  depofed  Schah  alive,  and  all  his 
Family,  in  his  Son’s  Pofleflion,  when  he  left 
Perfia  and  marched  to  India ;  and  this,  fome 
think,  was  the  firfl:  Step  the  young  Schah  took 
to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  Crown  of  Perfia . 

There  was  a  Decree  publifh’d  in  Nadir  Schah' % 
Name,  dated  immediately  after  his  Succeffcs  in 
India >  by  which  he  exempts  all  his  Perfian  Sub- 
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jedfcs  from  Taxes  for  the  enfulng  three  Years. 
The  young  Sc  hah ,  during  the  Abfence  of  his  ■ 
Father,  took  the  City  of  Baulk ,  and  fecured  the 
Frontiers  of  Bokhara ,  clearing  them  from  the 
UJheck’s  and  'Turcoman  Tartars ,  who  ufed  fo 
much  to  infeh  the  Frontiers  of  Khorafan ,  the 
Province  in  which  the  City  of  Mefched  is  fituated. 
There’s  a  Report,  that  when  Nadir  Schah  was  at 
Ifpahan ,  about  five  Years  fince,  (which  the 
Joulfa  Armenians  affurG  us  was  the  Occafion  of 
their  being  obliged  to  leave  that  Place)  he  fentfor 
the  EngUjh  Agent,  and  enquired  of  him  the  Na¬ 
ture,  &c.  of  the  Englifh  Trade,  to  all  which  the 
Agent  gave  fatisfadtory  Anfwers.  But  thefe 
foulfa's  having  afterwards  infinuated  to  the 
Schah ,  that  the  Subjects  of  Perfia  w^ere  de« 
nied  free  Trade  to  England ,  which  yet  the  Bri- 
tijh  Subjedts  enjoyed  in  Perfia ,  he  again  fent  for 
the  Englijh  A  gent,  who  when  he  came  was  not 
able  to  clear  up  th’s  Point,  why  Perfian  Sub¬ 
jects  were  denied  Trade  in  England ,  to  the  Schah1  § 
Satisfaction,  and  therefore  was  ordered  to  leave 
Ifpahan .  But  a  Trench  Miffionary,  who  was  then 
at  Refhd ,  allows  the  former  Part  of  this  Story, 
but  denies  the  Englifj  were  forced  to  leave  Ifpa¬ 
han.  He  fays,  the  Agent  told  the  Schah ,  that 
if  he  would  not  be  pleafed  to  allow  the  Arrears 
due  to  the  Englifj  Company  on  account  of  the 
Duties  of  Qrmus,  half  of  which  had  been  allotted 
them  (for  Money  due  to  them  out  of  the  Schah1  s 
Treafury)  that  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  retire  out 
of  his  Dominions,  and  carry  the  Company’s 
Goods  to  other  Markets ;  that  the  Schah  giving 
this  Agent  no  Redrefs  in  this  Affair,  the  Agent 
of  his  own  Accord  retired  from  Ifpahan  ;  but 
that  they  may  return  when  they  pleafe,  and 


C  37  ' 

that  they  now  keep  up  their  Houfe  there, 
where  their  Broker  and  Interpreter  now  lives. 
He  added  the  following  unlucky  Circumftances  : 
An  Englijh  Eaft -Indiaman  riding  at  Bender  AbaJJey 
in  the  Perftan  Gulph,  a  Perftan  General  feeing 
the  Ship  ride  there,  and  being  informed  fhe  had 
Money  on  board,  fent  and  demanded  a  round 
Sum  \  but  the  Commander  of  her  let  the  Khan 
know  he  would  part  with  no  Money  on  any  ac¬ 
count  ;  on  this  the  General  ordered  his  Boats  to 
board  the  Ship,  and  take  it  by  Force,  which  they 
endeavoured  to  do  ;  but  not  being  acquainted 
with  this  fort  of  Work,  the  Fire  from  the  Ship 
prefently  funk  feveral  of  their  Boats,  and  drown¬ 
ed  many  of  the  People.  This  made  them  food 
defift,  and  the  Khan  was  forced  to  continue  his. 
March  without  the  Money.  About  the  fame 
Time  there  were  two  Englijh  VefTels  riding  at 
Bujjora ,  which  City  is  in  the  PofTeffion  of  the 
Turks ^  but  was  clofely  befieged  by  the  Perjians . 
The  Turks  fome-how  furprifed  and  got  Poffef- 
fion  of  thefe  two  VefTels,  and  having  mann’d 
them  with  Turks y  made  ufe  of  them  very  fuccefs- 
fully  againft  the  Perjians  y  after  which  they  re¬ 
turned  them  to  the  Englijh.  In  this  Adtion  the 
Perftan  General  happened  to  be  killed  by  the 
Fire  from  the  Englijh  VefTels.  The  fucceeding 
Commander  fent  Advice  of  this  to  the  Schah,  al¬ 
ledging,  this  Misfortune  was  wholly  owing  to 
the  AfTiflance  the  Englifo  had  given  the  Turks , 
informing  alfo  of  the  Affair  at  Bender  AkaJJe.  At 
this  News  the  Schah  was  exceeding  angry  *,  for 
the  General  that  was  killed  was  a  brave  Man, 
and  one  of  theNadir’s  principal  Favourites.  The 
Schah  fent  immediately  to  the  EngliJlj  Agent, 
then  at  Bender  AbaJJe 3  to  demand  the  Reaions 
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for  thefe  extravagant  Proceedings ;  to  all  which 
the  Agent  gave  reafonable  Excufes.  The  Af¬ 
fair  was  pafied  over  foon  after  Nadir  Scb ah  made 
Peace  with  the  Turks,  and  began  his  March  to 
India .  Notwithftanding  thefe  Circumftances,  it 
is  our  Opinion,  that  neither  of  them  were  the 
Occafion  of  the  Englifh  Agent’s  retiring  from 
Ifpahan  ;  but  that  it  is  more  likely  the  civil  Broils 
then  fubfifting,  and  the  unfettled  State  of  Eerfia, 
made  them  in  Prudence  to  withdraw  themfelves 
and  their  Effedts  from  thence.  Befides,  the  Schafa 
had  in  a  manner  deferted  Ifpahan,  his  Son  hav¬ 
ing  eftablifhed  his  Refidence  at  Mefched ,  or  Mu- 
fijad.  Although  the  Engliflj  might  now  fafely 
refide  at  Ifpahan ,  the  Storm  that  they  dreaded 
being  now  blown  over  ;  yet,  as  they  can’t  but 
know  that  the  Trade  from  thence  is  now  wholly 
transferr’d  to  Mefched ,  it  would  not  be  worth 
their  while  to  return  there  again,  or  fend  any 
more  Goods.  This  is  confirmed  by  all  People 
indifferently,  who  have  lately  come  from  Ifpa- 
han ,  who  tell  us,  that  it  is  almoft  drain’d  of  In¬ 
habitants.  Although  the  Hollanders  have  ftill 
their  Agent  and  Houfe  there,  yet  the  Goods 
they  fell  are  fo  inconfiderable,  that  it  is  thought 
they’ll  foon  leave  that  City. 

The  Ifpahan  Trade  ought  greatly  to  have  an- 
fwer’d  formerly  the  Expences  of  the  Englife 
Agent  being  fo  very  great,  he  living  with  the 
Grandeur  of  a  little  Prince.  We  were  told  by 
one  who  had  the  Charge  of  the  Stables  of  one 
of  thefe  Agents,  that  he  had  commonly  three 
Hundred  Horfes,  Mules,  and  Camels  in  his 
Stables,  not  one  third  of  which  were  ufed  to 
bring  or  carry  Goods  •,  but  they  were  chiefly 
kept  for  the  ufe  of  the  Agent’s  Family .  The 
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Fame  Perfon  related,  that  about  go  Years  fince, 
the  then  reigning  Schah  of  Perjla  did  the  Eng- 
lijh  Agent  the  Honour  of  a  Vifit,  who,  to  fhew 
the  Schah  a  lingular  Inftance  of  Refpedt,  cover’d 
the  Road  from  the  Court  to  the  Englijh  Houfe* 
near  a  Mile  in  Length,  with  Scarlet  Cloth  i 
which  after  the  Schah* s  Return,  was  left  for  the 
Populace.  Olearius  tells  us,  that  the  Englijh 
Agent  then  in  Ifpahan ,  treated  the  Holftein  Am- 
baflador  with  a  Magnificence  which  was  equalled 
by  no  one,  fave  the  Schah  himfelf.  A  long 
Time  afterwards  the  Englijh  had  great  Intereft 
at  the  Court  of  Perfta  ;  and  if  they  han’t  conti¬ 
nued  to  have  the  fame,  it  muft  be  intirely  owing 
to  the  Negledt  or  Mifmanagement  of  the  Ser¬ 
vants  of  the  Eaft-India  Company.  But  thefe 
grand  Proceedings  redounded  more  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Nation,  than  to  the  Profit  of  the; 
Company  *,  fince  the  Hollanders  at  the  fame  time 
enjoy’d  the  fame  Privileges, and  maintained  them- 
felves  in  them  at  fo  much  lefs  Expence.  Whilft 
we  have  been  here  at  Rejhd  we  have  taken  all 
imaginable  Pains  to  inform  ourfelves  of  the  Trade 
of  thefe  Parts  of  Perfta ,  but  we  find  it  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  get  a  right  Information.  The  Perfian 
Merchants  are  fhy  and  referved,  and  will  not 
enter  prefently  into  an  Acquaintance.  As  for 
the  Armenians ,  we  durft  not  depend  too  far  on 
their  Intelligence,  except  two  or  three,  of  whofe 
Veracity  we  have  had  fufficient  Proofs.  The 
Trade  at  Ifpahan  is  now  at  its  lowed  ebb,  and  as 
the  Englijh  have  already  done,  fo  muft  all  the 
reft  of  the  foreign  Merchants  fhortly  abandon  it ; 
yet  this  Trade  is  not  loft,  only  tranfplanted  to 
the  City  of  Mefched.  The  Perfians  are  ftill  in  the 
fame  want  of  the  foreign  Commodities  as  former- 
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ly,  rnd  Aill  under  the  fame  Neceflity  of  felling, 
or  bartering  away  the  Surplus  of  their  own. 

Ifpaban  owed  its  Wealth  and  Grandeur  wholly 
to  the  Refldence  of  the  Perfian  Court  there,  and 
its  Decline  mud  necefiarily  follow  on  the  Scbab' s 
withdrawing  himfelf  and  Court,  and  giving  the 
Preference  to  another  City  ;  fo  that  Mefcbed  is 
now  become  what  Ifpaban  was,  the  Metropolis 
of  the  Perfian  Empire,  and  there  the  Trade  of 
Perfia  mud  now  center.  But  even  without  fuch 
a  po  werful  Addition,  as  the  Scbab' s  Refldence 
there  mud  give  to  the  Trade  of  Mejched ,  it 
was  before  a  City  of  as  large  Extent,  and  Num¬ 
ber  of  Inhabitants,  as  any  one  in  Perfia ,  except 
Ifpaban  itfelf,  and  this  chiefly  from  its  happy 
Situation  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Bokha¬ 
ra's. 

Mufhad  is  very  famous  in  the  moft  ancient 
Hidories  of  thefe  Parts,  having  more  than  once, 
when  fne  enjoyed  a  Khan,  or  fovereign  Prince  of 
her  own,  been  MiArefs  of  a  great  Part  of  Perfia , 
as  well  as  both  the  Bokhara's.  She  is  now  re- 
ftored  to  her  former  Dignity,  if  fhe  has  not  ex¬ 
ceeded  it.  Riza  Kali  Mirza ,  as  well  as  Nadir 
Scbab ,  do  all  they  can  to  aggrandize  it ;  they  have 
endowed  it  with  Privileges  greater  than  Ifpaban 
ever  enjoyed,  and  ufe  all  poflible  Means  to  en¬ 
courage  and  invite  Foreigners  and  trading  Peo¬ 
ple  to  come  and  refide  there.  Nadir  Scbab  thus 
favours  Mufhad,  as  it  is  the  principal  City  of  the 
Province  of  Kborafa-n ,  in  which  he  was  born,  or 
in  Calot,  which  is  in  the  Neighbourhood, 

The  Seat  of  Trade  in  the  Perfian  Empire 
being  thus  far  removed,  the  Market  can’t  be  now 
commodioufly,  if  at  all,  fupplied  with  foreign 
Commodities  by  the  fame  Canal 9  which  furniihed 

it* 
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It ;  this  gives  a  favourable  Opportunity  to  thofe 
who  are  inclin’d  to  fupply  it  by  a  better.  Meft 
ched  is  but  eight  or  nine  Days  Journey,  by  Poft, 
from  Rejhd. ,  and  not  a  Month  for  a  Caravan  ; 
and  from  the  Port  of  Aftrabat  not  half  fo  long  : 
fo  that  the  Britijh  Merchants  can’t  define  a 
more  inviting  Occafion  than  the  prefent  Junc¬ 
ture,  to  enter  into  the  Perjian  Trade,  whilft 
Mefched ,  its  Seat,  is  near  the  Cafpian ,  and  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  Province  of  Gilan ,  in  the  Produdt 
of  which  their  Return  muft  be  made.  But 
fhould  Fortune  again  abandon  Mefched ,  and  the 
Perfian  Monarch  defert  her,  yet  it  will  never 
be  the  Intereft  of  the  Britijh  Merchants  fo  to 
do,  as  they  will  always  find  their  Account  to 
eftablifh  their  principal  Mart  at  Mefched ;  here 
they’ll  be  always  at  hand  to  fupply  the  Demand 
of  the  Bokhara’s ,  which  can  be  no  otherwife 
fupply ’d  than  by  the  way  of  Berfia.  From 
Siberia  the  Ruffians  can’t  crofs  the  Defert,  or 
Step)  to  Bokhara ,  on  account  of  the  Calmucks , 
and  as  it  would  be  fo  tedious,  and  almoft  an  im¬ 
practicable  Journey  \  nor  have  they  ever  at¬ 
tempted,  or  can  they  at  prefent  from  *  Oranberg „ 
or  any  other  City,  or  Settlement  on  the  River 
2oick>  crofs  the  Step  to  Bokhara ,  without  infi¬ 
nite  Hazard  :  Neither  can  the  Bokhara’s  befup- 
ply’d  by  the  way  of  the  Raft-Indies ,  as  they  lie 
fo  far  inland  y  therefore  the  Bokharans  can  be 
fupply’d  with  European  Commodities  no  other 
way  than  by  Mefched  only.  Could  the  Britijh 
Merchants  once  well  eftablifh  themfelves  in  the 

*  A  new  Ruffian  Fortrefs  on  the  Frontiers  towards  Bok¬ 
hara, 
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Trade  of  the  Bokhara’s^  for  which  the  Northern 
Provinces  of  Perfia  would  yield  proper  Returns* 
they  might  reft  contented,  and  let  who  will  fup» 
ply  the  Southern  Provinces  of  Perfia.  For  who 
confidcr  the  vaft  Extent  of  both  the  Bokhara’s , 
the  Kingdom  of  Tibet  ^  and  Tangut ,  and  the  great 
Trad:  of  Land  which  lies  to  the  South-Eaft  of 
them,  and  at  the  fame  time  know  that  they  con¬ 
tain  fo  many  great  and  populous  Cities,  in  which 
European  Commodities  are  in  the  higheft  De¬ 
mand,  muft  conclude  a  very  advantagious  Trade 
might  be  fettled  on  that  Side,  and  might  be  al- 
moft  infinitely  extended.  Nor  is  it  in  the  leaft  to 
be  doubted,  that  were  fuch  a  Trade  once  efta- 
blifhed,  there  would  be  found  in  thofe  Parts 
other  Commodities  than  Gold  and  coloured 
*  Stones,  to  inveft  our  Returns  in  for  Europe 9 
ihould  thofe  and  the  Pro  dud  of  Gilan  be  not 
thought  fufficient.  That  the  Englijh  may  pof- 
fefs  themfelves  of  this  Trade,  with  a  certain 
View  of  confiderable  Profit,  whenfoever  they 
pleafe,  is  fo  evident,  that  it  would  be  ridiculous 
to  go  about  to  prove  it,  becaufe  they  can  have 
no  Rivals  in  it ;  they  have  nothing  to  do  but 
to  fend  their  Goods  to  Peterfburg ,  and  from 
thence  to  be  forwarded  to  Aftracan^  from  thence 
crofs  the  Cafpian  to  Aftrabat ,  from  thence  to 
Mefched^  from  which  City  all  the  P erf  an  and 
Bokharan  Demands  would  be  fupplv’d  ;  and 
this  would  be  equally  as  eafy  and  fafe,  as  fend¬ 
ing  Goods  from  London  to  Peterjburgy  and  we 
efteem  more  fo,  as  we  think  from  Experience 
that  the  Navigation  of  the  Cafpian  is  lefs 
fhbjed  to  Danger  than  that  of  the  Baltick ,  if 

*  Rubies,  Saphires, 
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navigated  with  fit  and  proper  Veflels  ;  for  even 
now,  with  the  indifferent  Veffels  of  the  Ruffians , 
and  more  indifferent  Seamen,  very  few  ill  Ac¬ 
cidents  attend  them,  except  a  Veffel  belonging 
to  a  Rufs  Merchant,  which  winter’d  at  Rejhd , 
and  fail’d  from  thence  in  May ,  with  fome  Goods 
to  Baku  and  Derbent ;  {he  was  the  reft  of  the 
Summer  in  finding  her  way  to  the  Entrance  of 
the  Volga.  Hence  appears  the  Neceffity  of  the 
Brit  iff  Merchants  having  their  own  Veffels,  and 
the  greateft  Part  Brit  iff  Seamen,  that  they  may 
be  able  to  command  their  own  Time  and  Ports. 

Gilan  Silk,  for  this  two  or  three  Years  paft, 
has  been  much  dearer  than  heretofore,  occafion- 
ed  from  the  Silk  of  the  City  Ganges  and  Sba- 
waky  having  failed,  the  former  having  been 
Hightly  vifited  with  the  Plague,  and  the  other 
with  the  Lefginsky  Tartars,  and  Nadir  Schah  \ 
the  Tartars  firft  plundered  and  deftroyed  the 
Country,  and  the  Schah  having  demolifhed  old 
Shamaky ,  obliged  the  Inhabitants  to  build  them 
a  new  CkyQ  fome  few  Verfts  from  the  Ruins  of 
the  old.  But  as  the  Rerfian  Boors  of  the  northern 
Provinces  find  great  Profit  in  railing  Silk-Worms, 
and  make  it  their  principal  Care,  fo  it’s  not  to 
be  doubted  but  thofe  Countries  will  foon  over¬ 
come  thefe  Injuries.,  as  the  Ganges  has  already, 
there  being  Silk  in  great  Plenty  at  a  reafonable 
Price.  That  City  hath  now  for  above  this  two 
Years  been  free  from  the  Plague.  As  for  the 
Security  the  Merchants  have  for  their  Perfons 
and  Effedls,  they  are  ever  liable  to  the  Re- 
ftraints  of  Princes,  but  not  more  here  than  in 
any  Part  of  Europe ,  as  appears  by  the  E aft -India 
Company  retiring  with  their  Goods  from  Ifpa- 
ban  unmolefted,  even  in  the  word  of  Times* 

G  2  whejj 
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when  there  was  a  Revolution,  and  they  were 
under  the  Difpleafure  of  Nadir  Schah ,  the  Ne~ 
ceflity  of  whofe  Affairs  at  that  Juncture  might 
have  tempted  him  to  have  fequeftred  their  Mo* 
ney  and  Effedts.  The  Indians  alfo  who  refide 
in  Perfia  (of  which  there  are  great  Numbers) 
are  exempt  from  all  Plundering  or  Impofition 
whatfoever,  altho’  it’s  now  not  above  three  Y ears 
ftnee  the  Schah  has  been  engaged  in  a  War  with 
the  Great  Mogul ,  their  Sovereign.  The  Arme¬ 
nians  indeed  the  Schah  has  now  and  then  made 
free  with,  railing  confiderable  Sums  of  Money  on 
them  *,  but  thefe  are  Subjects  of  Perfia ,  who, 
according  to  the  Cuftorn  of  a]  1  arbitrary  Govern¬ 
ments,  are  treated  at  the  Will  and  Plealure  of 
their  Prince,  yet  at  the  fame  time  he  never  laid 
a  Reftraint  on  their  Effedts  in  Trade.  And  al¬ 
though  the  Schah* s  Merchant  was  this  Year  the 
only  Buyer  in  all  Gil  an ,  and  bought  the  whole 
Quantity  of  Goods  they  had,  yet  he  did  not 
abate  them  three  per  Cent,  on  their  Cloth  lefs 
than  what  they  had  fold  it  for  to  the  Perjian 
private  Merchants  the  laft  Year  ;  and  for  their 
other  Goods  he  gave  them  reafonable  Prices; 
which  fhews  the  Schah  is  cautious  of  diftrefting 
even  the  *  Armenians ,  in  the  way  of  Trade, 
which  makes  his  Coopcheen  very  careful  in  avoid- 
ing  giving  them  juft  Caufe  of  Complaint  againft 
him.  Not  long  ftnee  Nadir  Schah* §  own  Bro¬ 
ther  attempted  to  opprefs  the  trading  People  in 
order  to  raife  a  Contribution  to  himfelf,  which 
coming  to  the  Schah* s  Ears,  he  was  fo  exceed- 
ing  angry  at  it,  it  had  near  coft  him  his  Head. 

*  The  Armenians  are  looked  on  here  as  Jewi/h  Subjects 
are  in  feme  Chrijlicm  Countries. 
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We  could  give  many  more  Inftances  of  his  Favour 
to  his  trading  Subjeds,  but  to  prevent  being  tedi¬ 
ous  we  avoid  it.  That  the  Britijh  Merchants 
may  be  allured  of  the  fame  Indulgence  as  other 
foreign  Merchants  in  Perfia ,  or  to  be  preferred 
before  them,  there’s  all  the  Reafon  to  expeft, 
becaufe  no  other  Merchants  can  fupply  theN.E. 
part  of  Perfia,  with  thofe  Commodities  moft  in 
Demand,  at  fo  eafy  a  Price,  or  can  afford  to 
give  fo  much  for  their  Silks.  This  all  the  Ar - 
menians  and  Perfians  are  well  acquainted  with, 
which  alarms  the  former, and  makes  the  latter  our 
Friends.  Of  this  we  fhall  give  this  particular 
Inftance.  As  foon  as  we  had  informed  the 
Scbab9 s  principal  Merchant  of  our  Defign  to  pe¬ 
tition  his  Majefty,  he  called  together  all  the 
chief  of  the  Merchants  in  Rejhd  to  hold  a  Con¬ 
ference  with  them  :  the  Queftion  he  propos’d 
was.  Which  defer ved  the  greateft  Encourage¬ 
ment,  the  Englift  or  the  Armenian  Merchants  ? 
When  it  was  unanimoufly  determined  in  our 
Favour.  This  we  were  informed  of  both  from 
the  Perfians  and  Armenians  who  were  at  the  De¬ 
bate. 

Since  the  Scbab9 s  Court  has  been  removed 
from  Ifpahan  to  Mefched ,  the  Market  of  the 
latter  has  been  but  fcantily  fupply’d  with  Euro¬ 
pean  Commodities,  therefore  they  are  delirous  to 
give  us  the  greatef:  Encouragement  to  come  to 
Mefched ,  well  knowing  this  Market  can  be  no 
otherways  well  furnilh’d  than  by  the  Englijh  Mer¬ 
chants  through  the  Empire  of  Rujfia ,  the  Em- 
prefs  of  which  hath  a  Conful  and  a  Minifter  at 
Ifpahan .  Hence  it  comes  that  there  are  going 
and  returning  all  the  Summer  RufsYeffk\ s,  which 
£arry  pifpatches  to  and  from  AJlracan  to  Rejhdy 

which 
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which  Veflels  or  *  Packet-boats,  belong  to  her 
Czarian  Majefty,  in  one  of  which  we  came  over, 
and  the  fame  way  intend  to  return,  we  having  a 
very  intimate  Correfpondence  and  Friendfhip 
with  the  Conful. 

Auguft  ii.  We  had  intended  to  have  left 
Refhd  this  Week,  and  a  Dutch  Servant,  with  a- 
bout  1000  Rubles  worth  of  Effects,  to  be  in- 
vefted  in  Silk,  and  to  have  follow’d  us  the  firft 
Opportunity  ;  but  the  Coopcheen  told  us,  the 
Money  was  ready  for  our  Effedts  when  we 
pleas’d  to  take  it,  but  that  he  was  much  fur- 
pris’d  to  hear  we  intended  to  leave  Perfia  before 
the  Decree  we  petition’d  for  was  granted  us, 
which  he  was  certain  would  not  be  long  before 
it  arriv’d  •,  that  he  apprehended  that  the  Vizir 
could  not  anfwer  to  let  us  return  before  the 
Decree  fhould  arrive,  or  until  he  fhould  receive 
particular  Inftrudtions  how  to  adt  concerning  us. 
This  new  and  furprizing  Difcourfe  alarm’d  us, 
that  we  refolv’d  to  go  diredtly  to  the  Vizir , 
with  whom  we  remonftranced,  that  our  Inten¬ 
tions  were  to  return  in  her  Czarian  Majefty’s 
Packet,  that  would  fail  in  about  a  Week.  Af¬ 
ter  fome  Confi deration  he  made  Anfwer,  that  it 
feem’d  ftrange  to  him,  that  we  fhould  propofe 
to  leave  Perfia  without  an  Anfwer  to  our  Peti¬ 
tion,  when  he  had  afTur’d  us,  that  we  might 
expetft  a  Decree  in  our  Favour,  and  that  we 
fhould  return  and  leave  undone  the  principal 
Thing  for  which  we  faid  we  came  here,  when 
we  might  fo  eafily  obtain  it.  He  confefs’d  he 
was  at  a  Lofs  to  reconcile  this  with  the  reft  of 

*  The  laft  Packet-boat  fails  for  Aftracan  about  the  latter 
end  of  Augufis  and  none  after  till  the  next  Spring. 
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our  Behaviour,  which  hitherto  had  given  intire 
Satisfa&ion.  He  feared  that  we  muft  lately 
have  taken  fome  Difguft  at  the  Country,  which 
made  us  thus  fuddenly  r^folve  to  return  and 
leave  our  Affairs  unfinifh’d.  This  might  pro¬ 
ceed  from  fome  Infinuation  of  the  Armenians , 
whom  he  wifh’d  we  would  not  give  too  much 
Credit  to  \  or  if  we  had  not  met  the  Honours 
we  expedled,  he  was  very  forry  for  it.  He  add¬ 
ed,  he  fhould  have  been  to  have  waited  on  us 
himfelf,  and  invited  us  to  have  been  his  Gueffcs, 
but  that  he  had  fcarce  Time  to  difpatch  the 
Scbab9 s  Bufinefs,  which  had  prevented  him  in 
both.  To  this  we  replied,  that  we  returned  him 
Thanks  for  the  many  Favours  that  we  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  him,  which  were  more  than  we 
could  have  expelled,  and  as  many  as  we  could 
defire  *,  that  as  to  the  Armenians  v/e  converfed 
but  very  little  with  them,  and  that  they  had  no 
Influence  on  us  fo  as  to  forward  or  retard  our 
Return  *,  that  could  we  have  had  the  Honour 
to  have  carried  back  with  us  the  Scbab9 s  Decree, 
it  would  have  been  a  lingular  Happinefs  \  that 
v/e  had  now  tarried  twice  the  Time  he  was 
pleafed  to  intimate  the  Decree  would  arrive  in  ^ 
and  that  as  fo  great  a  Monarch  as  the  Scbab 
could  not  but  have  infinite  Bufinefs  of  more  mo¬ 
ment,  we  fear’d  our  Petition  miffht  be  efteemed 
a  Matter  of  private  Concern  ;  it  might  be  a  long 
Time  before  it  came  to  be  read  or  confider’d,  at  leaf!: 
fo  as  to  obtain  an  Anfwer  ;  and  the  more  Caufe 
we  had  to  fear  it,  was,  as  we  had  no  Friend  at 
Court  to  follicit  for  us  ;  and  that  fhould  the 
Scbab  condefcend  to  grant  a  Decree  in  our  Fa¬ 
vour,  we  fhould  leave  a  fit  Perfon,  who  belong’d 
to  us,  to  receive  it,  and  proceed  dire&ly  with  it 

to 


to  Peterjhurg  *,  that  we  flatter’d  ourfeives  this 
would  be  permitted  us,  as  our  Orders  were  to 
return  this  Autumn ,  and  on  no  account  whatfo- 
ever  to  winter  in  Pcrfia ,  and  we  dare  not  ad:  con¬ 
trary  to  our  In  ft  ructions,  which  were  pofitive. 
All  this  we  begg’d  the  Vizir  to  confider,  and 
not  infift  on  our  tarrying  for  the  Decree,  which 
could  as  well  come  after  us  ;  whereas  fnould  we 
be  obliged  to  tarry  for  it,  we  fhould  act  contrary 
to  pofitive  Orders,  and  lofe  a  whole  Year’s  time. 

Upon  this  the  Vizir  paufed  fome  time,  and 
confulted  with  his  Deputy  Mufiapha  and  others, 
who  attended  on  him,  and  made  Anfwer,  That 
one  of  us  furely  might  tarry,  and  do  Honour 
to  the  Schah9 s  Decree,  which  he  was  certain 
would  arrive  in  a  fliort  Time,  and  that  the  other 
might  return,  and  make  a  Report  of  our  Affairs. 
We  told  him,  that  as  this  Propofal  was  intirely 
new,  we  could  make  no  immediate  Anfwer,  but 
defir’d  that  we  might  have  Time  to  confider  of 
it,  and  we  would  return  him  our  Anfwer  in  the 
Evening. 

When  we  came  home  we  confulted  with  our¬ 
feives,  and  finding  that  there  was  an  abfolute 
Neceflity  that  one  of  us  fhould  ftay,  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Perjian  Expreffion,  do  Honour 
to  the  Decree  by  the  Manner  of  receiving  it, 
we  refolved,  that  Mr.  Graham  fhould  tarry  here. 
On  this  we  fent  the  Vizir  Word  by  our  Lin- 
guift,  as  we  had  promis’d,  and  the  next  Morn¬ 
ing  waited  on  him  ourfeives,  and  told  him,  that 
Capt.  Elton  came  to  take  his  Leave  of  him.  Af¬ 
ter  fome  Confultation  with  thofe  about  him,  he 
afk’d,  Why  he  would  not  be  fo  kind  as  to  tarry 
with  them  for  the  Decree  ?  Our  Anfwer  was. 
That  if  Mr,  Graham  returned,  he  could  only 
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made  Report  of  Affairs  of  Trade,  and  could 
give  no  fatisfa&ory  Account  of  the  Cafpian ,  on 
which  the  Succefs  of  our  future  Defigns  fo 
much  depended,  and  to  which  End  Mr.  Elton , 
as  a  Seaman,  was  particularly  fent  ;  and  that  if 
one  of  us  jfhould  return,  our  Principals  would 
on  that  Account  undoubtedly  expeCt  it  ffiould 
be  him ;  and  it  would  be  but  a  poor  Excufe  to 
write  them  word  that  he  was  detain’d  here  a- 
gainft  his  Will.  He  evafively  made  anfwer. 
That  when  th z  Decree  did  arrive,  it  would  be  di¬ 
rected  to  Mr.  Elton ,  and  could  be  deliver’d  to 
none  elfe.  This  look’d  fo  like  Art  fice  to  de¬ 
tain  him,  that  his  Defign  fo  to  do  was  very 
plainly  feen,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  ufe  many 
Words;  that  our  Reply  was,  We  would  con¬ 
sider  of  it,  and  give  him  our  Anfwer  in  a  few 
Hours.  We  return’d  home  not  very  well 
pleafed,  not  knowing  what  the  Vizir’s  Meaning 
could  be  in  proceeding  with  us  in  this  Manner, 
fo  we  immediately  fent  for  an  Armenian  or  two, 
in  whom  we  knew  we  could  confide,  and  en¬ 
quired  of  them  concerning  the  Vizir’s  Condudfc 
towards  us  ;  they  faid,  it  was  not  in  the  Vizir’s 
Power  to  let  Mr.  Elton  return  until  fuch  Time 
the  Decree  we  had  petition’d  for  fhould  arrive, 
or  at  lead:  an  Anfwer  to  our  Petition  ;  for  if  the 
Schah  Should  condefcend  to  grant  us  a  Decree , 
the  Courier  that  fhould  bring  it  would  deliver  it 
to  none  but  Mr.  Elton ,  to  whom  it  would  mod 
certainly  be  addrefs’d  ;  that  if  the  Courier  could 
not  readily  find  him,  he  would  demand  him  of 
the  Vizir ^  and  if  he  could  not  produce  him,  he 
would  carry  the  Decree  back,  and  make  his  Re«. 
port  accordingly  ;  or  it  might  happen,  that  an 
Order  would  be  fent  for  Mr.  Elton  to  come  to 
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the  Schah  at  Mejched.  In  either  Cafe  it  would 
be  very  unlucky  for  the  Vizir  if  he  was  not  to 
be  found,  as  Miftakes  of  this  kind  in  Perfia  are 
feldom  forgiven.  Being  convinced  that  thefe 
were  the  true  Reafons  for  detaining  Mr.  Elton , 
made  us  fomething  eafier,  tho5  we  were  well 
allured  (which  gave  us  no  little  Concern)  that 
his  being  obliged  to  winter  there  would  be  of 
great  Prejudice  to  our  future  Defigns,  and 
would  probably  postpone  them  a  Year.  How¬ 
ever,  as  his  Stay  was  abfolutely  neceffary,  we 
waited  on  the  Vizir  the  fame  Evening,  and  told 
him,  fince  he  was  fo  defirous  that  Capt.  Elton 
fhould  tarry  to  do  Honour  to  the  Schah' s  De¬ 
cree ,  we  were  content ;  but  that  if  our  Principals 
fhould  fend  no  Goods  next  Year,  or  fhould  refufe 
to  enter  on  the  Trade  on  account  of  the  Captain’s 
being  detain’d,  he  would  not  reflect  on  us,  but 
take  the  Blame  to  himfelf ;  but  that  we  hoped, 
that  after 1  the  Decree  was  arrived  the  Captain 
fhould  not  be  detain’d  an  Hour.  He  promifed 
he  would  not  keep  him  a  Moment;  and  that  if 
no  Opportunity  fhould  then  prefent  for  him  to 
crofs  the  Cafpian ,  he  would  immediately  dif- 
patch  him  by  Poll,  and  give  Mr.  Graham  a 
Convoy  quite  to  the  Ruffian  Frontiers,  all  at  the 
Schah' s  Expence.  On  this  Mr.  Graham  took 
leave  of  the  Vizir ^  and  prepar’d  for  his  Return 
to  Peter Jhurg  *,  but  on  the  15th  of  Auguft  the 
New  Governor  of  Gilan  made  his  Entry  into 
Rejhd .  We  did  not  wait  on  him  the  fame  Day, 
as  we  knew  he  would  not  have  Time  to  talk 
with  us  *,  and  as  it’s  neceflary,  according  to  Cu- 
ftom,  to  fend  him  fome  Prefent.  At  the  fame 
time  we  heard  a  Courier  was  come  from  Mefchedr 
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who  enquired  for  the  EngHJh  Merchants  ;  about 
Noon  the  Courier  came  with  the  Decree  the 
Schah  was  pleafed  to  grant  us  :  We  were  obliged 
to  meet  him  at  the  outer  Door  of  our  Court- 
Yard,  when  he  deliver’d  it,  l  apt.  Elton  with 
fome  Ceremony,  taking  it  in  both  his  Hands, 
touching  his  Forehead  with  it ;  and  the  Captain 
was  obliged  to  receive  it  in  the  fame  Manner, 
and  do  it  the  fame  Obeyfance. 

In  the  Evening  our  Acquaintance  came  to  con¬ 
gratulate  us  on  receiving  the  Decree ;  though  we 
believe  none  of  them  thought  that  we  fhould  e- 
ver  obtain  it.  According  to  their  Cuftom,  we 
prefented  the  Courier  who  brought  the  Decree 
with  a  compleat  Rerfian  Habit,  which  he  wore 
all  the  Time  he  {laid  at  Refhd  in  Honour  of  us  : 
When  our  Servant  deliver’d  him  the  Habit,  he 
forced  him  to  accept  of  three  Gold  Ducats, 
which  the  Servant  by  our  Order  refufing,  he 
told  him  he  would  not  accept  of  it  on  any  other 
Terms,  fo  he  was  obliged  to  take  the  Money. 
The  Decree  tranflated  is  as  folio weth. 

OU  R  high  Commandment  confifts  in  this, 
That  we  have  condefcended  to  grant  the 
underwritten  Petitioners  the  Contents  of  their 
humble  Petition.  And  by  this  be  it  known  un¬ 
to  you,  rnoft  excellent  Beglerbeys ,  mod  honour¬ 
able  Governors  and  Commanders  of  our  Empire 
of  all  Irah  (which  refembles  Paradife)  our  Coun¬ 
try  of  Baulk  and  its  Dependencies  :  Whereas 
fome  honourable  Englijh  Merchants  have  arriv’d 
here  from  the  Empire  of  Rujfia ,  we  have  gi¬ 
ven  them  Liberty,  and  hereby  allow  them  to 
land  their  Goods  with  all  Freedom  in  all,  or 
any  of  our  Ports  on  the  Caspian  Sea,  and  from 
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thence  to  carry  them  to  any  Market  In  our  Em¬ 
pire,  particularly  to  our  Provinces  of  Kborafan , 
Irak ,  Farfe ,  Vaujfier ,  Bodfhaun ,  Vized,  Kerman  * 
Baulky  Andihoad  Shabran ,  and  to  the  Bank  of 
the  River  Ama^  and  to  the  Confines  of  Badag- 
Jhan ,  Cabul ,  Cafwin ,  P ft  ague ,  to  the  Empire  of 
India )  and  the  Banks  of  the  River  Attukau  *,  and 
that  they  fhall  be  permitted  and  indulged  to  pur- 
fue  their  Journeys  with  their  Merchandife  with¬ 
out  the  lead:  Interruption  or  Di (turban ce,  we 
having  order’d  all  our  Subjects  to  give  them  all 
reafonable  Affiftance.  And  when  they  have  de¬ 
termin’d  at  any  Port  or  Place  to  open  their 
Goods,  and  expofe  them  to  Sale,  they  may  at 
all  times  do  fo  without  Interruption,  and  what 
remains  unfold  they  are  left  at  Liberty  to  carry 
or  tranfport  where  they  pleafe,  in  VefTels  or  in 
Loads  *,  only  fuch  Duties  as  are  cuftomary  fhall 
be  taken,  and  by  no  Means  any  more  fhall  be 
exa6ted  from  them.  If  thefe  Englijh  Merchants 
defire  to  buy  up  any  Commodities  of  our  Em¬ 
pire  for  Exportation,  they  fhall  meet  with  no 
manner  of  Hindrance  ;  but  they  fhall  find  the 
fame  Indulgence  as  any  other  Merchants  what- 
foever.  When  their  VefTels  or  Goods  happen 
to  arrive  at  any  Place,  where  there  fhall  be  no 
Englijh  Houfe,  or  Conful,  if  they  have  no  In¬ 
clination  to  land  their  Goods,  no  Force  fhall  be 
ufed  to  oblige  them  to  land  them,  or  fhall  they 
on  any  Pretence  be  detain’d,  paying  the  or¬ 
dinary  Duty,  and  taking  a  Receipt  for  the 
fame.  If  it  fhould  fo  fall  out,  that  they  have 
no  Money  ready  to  pay  the  Duty  on  the  Goods 
they  fhall  import  into  any  other  Port  than 
Rejhd ,  then  they  may  give  their  Alignment  on 
their  Houfe  at  Rejhd .  If  they  fhall  have  Occa~ 
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lion  to  buy  or  hire  Veffels  for  the  carrying  of  or 
bringing  on  Shore  their  Goods,  the  Commanders 
of  our  Ports  are  commanded  to  give  them  all 
manner  of  Affiftance  herein.  If  thefe  Merchants 
defire  to  fell  their  Goods  out  of  their  own  Quar¬ 
ters,  Houfes,  or  Warehoufes,  We  give  them 
full  Power  fo  to  do,  and  let  none  have  the  Af- 
furance  to  interrupt  them,  under  Pretence  their 
Goods  have  not  been  regularly  view’d  by  the 
Cuftom-houfe  Officers.  But  at  the  fame  time 
we  expert,  that  they  will  not  offer  Goods  to 
Sale  which  have  not  paid  Duty,  or  been  regu¬ 
larly  view’d  at  our  Cuftom-houfe,  to  the  Injury 
of  our  Revenues.  If  the  Englijh  Merchants  de¬ 
fire  to  hire  or  buy  Houfes  in  Rejhd ,  or  any  other 
Port  or  Place,  in  that  we  (hall  give  them  all 
reafonable  Afiiftance  ;  allowing,  however,  the 
Inhabitants  of  fuch  Places  their  Libertv,  none 
of  which  fhall  be  conftrain’d  to  part  with  their 
Houfes  againft  their  Inclination  and  they  fhall 
treat  the  Englijh  with  all  imaginable  Civility  and 
Refpecft. 

If  any  of  the  Goods  they  fhall  import  fhall  be 
thought  proper  for  our  Ufe  by  our  Commiffaries, 
fuch  may  be  taken  for  us  at  the  fame  Price  they 
fhall  be  fold  to  other  People  for,  our  Commiffa¬ 
ries  paying  ready  Money  ;  and  they  fhall  not  be 
oblig’d  to  part  with,  or  deliver  any  Goods  but 
for  ready  Money  :  And  in  fuch  Payments  let 
none  dare  to  give  them  any  Trouble,  on  pain  of 
our  higheft  Difpleafure.  Whatfoever  Goods 
they  fhall  import  that  fhall  not  be  thought  pro¬ 
per  for  our  Ufe,  they  have  free  Liberty  to 
fell  them  to  whom  they  pleafe,  without  Hin¬ 
drance  or  Delay,  and  thefe  the  EnglJfj  Merchants 
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have  Leave  to  fhip  off,  or  to  carry  them  to  what 
Place  they  choofe. 

If  any  Differences  happen  in  their  Trade,  and 
it  come  to  a  Trial,  or  Hearing,  the  Commanders 
of  that  Place  are  order’d  to  giveimmediateSentence 
without  Partiality.  In  whatfoever  Port  the  Englifa 
Merchants  fhall  pay  their  Duty,  there  they  fhall 
have  given  them  a  written  Discharge,  in  which 
fhall  be  fet  forth,  for  what  Quantity  of  Goods 
they  have  paid  Duty,  and  the  Amount  of  the 
faid  Duty,  that  they  may  not  be  liable  to  pay 
Duty  for  them  again  in  any  Port  or  Place.  The 
Cudomhoufe  Officers  are  not  to  break  open  or 
unpack  their  Bales,  but  to  take  the  Merchant’s 
Words  for  the  Content  of  them,  that  they  may 
fudain  no  Damage. 

In  whatfoever  Province  the  Engiijh  Mer¬ 
chants  fhall  arrive,  the  mod  excellent  Begler - 
beysy  and  others,  our  mod  honourable  Com - 
manders ,  are  hereby  order’d  to  fhew  them  all 
imaginable  Refpedl,  nor  to  allow  or  fuffer  any 
Ferfon  whatfoever  to  affront  or  moled  them. 

And  feeing  the  Petitioners  are  only  acquainted 
with  the  European  Language,  and  that  they 
can’t  confer#with  our  Subjects  without  an  Inter¬ 
preter,  it  is  neceffary  therefore  that  their  Brokers 
be  Men  acquainted  with  both  Languages.  If  then 
they  defire  fuch  Interpreters,  whoever  they  fhall 
chufe,  even  if  they  are  Chridians,  they  are  at 
Liberty  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  without  Redraint. 

The  Petitioners  are  received  under  our  mod 
gracious  Protedlion,  and  the  Watch  which  they 
lent  is  received  •,  and  as  a  Mark  of  our  Favour, 
by  the  Bearer  hereof,  we  prefent  them  with  Fifty 
Robles.  And  we  hereby  order  our  high  trudy 
Treafurers  and  Regulators  of  our  Empire  to 
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regifter  this  our  high  Decree,  and  to  put  it  in 
Execution,  under  Pain  of  our  higheft  Difplea- 
fure.  Written  in  the  Month  of  Inmadi  al  avul , 
or  the  Beginning  of  Auguft^  1152  Years. 

RE  SAIL 
GU  L  LE. 
MIS  S  AS. 
SEAL . 

On  the  1 6th  of  Augttft^  in  the  Forenoon,  we 
waited  on  the  New  Governor*  at  whofe  Levee 
we  found  all  the  principal  Perfons  in  Town,  to 
the  Number  of  Fifty  or  more,  all  fitting  in  one 
Room.  Fie  received  us  very  kindly,  bidding 
us  welcome,  and  faid  he  was  glad  that  the 
Englijh  thought  well  to  come  and  trade  at  Gil  an  % 
immediately  Chairs  were  brought  us  to  fit 
down.  We  prefen  ted  him  with  the  Decree  the 
Schah  had  granted  us,  which  he  received  very 
refpedtfully,  (landing  up  whilft  he  received  it, 
and  taking  it  in  both  Hands,  touched  his  Fore¬ 
head  with  it,  which  having  done  he  fat  down  : 
This  was  an  Flonour  particularly  due  to  the 
Decree,  and  when  the  Governor  rofe  to  receive 
it  the  whole  Company  did  the  like.  The  Gover¬ 
nor  read  the  Decree  to  himfelf,  and  then  gave  it 
the  Vizir  to  read,  who  alfo  read  it  to  himfelf. 
When  it  was  return’d  to  us,  the  Governor  faid 
he  would  fend  a  Writer  of  his  to  cur  Houfe  to 
copy  the  Decree,  which  Copy  fhould  remain 
in  his  Chancellary,  as  an  authentick  Copy  at  all 
times  to  be  referr’d  to  ;  and  from  which  other 
Copies  would  be  taken  and  fent  to  the  other 
Governments  of  the  Empire.  Suppofing  we  had 
now  done  all  our  Bufinefs,  we  were  for  taking 
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leave,  when  the  Governor  alked  Capt.  Elton , 
who  would  tarry  here  and  take  care  of  our  Af¬ 
fairs  ?  We  anfwer’d  him,  that  our  Effects  that 
we  had  then  were  not  fo  confiderable  but  that 
we  might  leave  them  with  our  Servant,  who 
would  tarry  until  our  Return,  which  we  hoped 
would  be  early  in  the  Spring.  He  reply’d,  he 
fhould  think  it  much  better  that  one  of  us fhould 
tarry,  and  then  if  the  Scbah  fhould  fend  to  en¬ 
quire  of  us  concerning  our  Country,  or  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  our  T rade,  one  of  us  would  be  prefent 
to  fatisfy  him  in  his  Enquiries,  which  he  doubted 
if  any  Servant  could  do.  We  inftantly  faw  the 
Governor  and  the  Vizir  had  had  a  Conference 
about  us,  and  came  to  a  Refolution  to  detain  us 
both  if  poffible,  therefore  we  thought  it  to  very 
little  Purpofe  to  ufe  Arguments  ;  however,  we 
parted  upon  it,  and  confulted  betwixt  ourfelves, 
on  which  Mr.  Graham  confented  to  tarry.  Mean 
while  the  Governor  faid,  that  whoever  of  us 
ftaid  behind  he  would  do  all  in  his  Power  to 
make  Gilan  agreeable  to  him.  All  this  Time  the 
Vizir  and  Muftapha  were  whifpering  with  the 
Governor ,  to  whom  we  addrefs’d  ourfelves. 
That  fince  it  appear’d  fo  convenient  to  him  that 
one  of  us  fhould  tarry,  tho’  we  muft  confefs  we 
could  not  in  Purfuance  of  our  Inftrudions,  yet, 
as  it  was  the  Governor* s  Pleafure,  we  were  will¬ 
ing  to  take  that  as  a  fufficient  Reafon,  and  there¬ 
fore  Mr.  Graham  confented  to  flay :  He  faid, 
he  would  take  it  as  a  particular  Favour  if  Capt. 
Elton  would  ftay  with  them,  and  fend  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham  back.  This  fo  unexpected  a  Requeft  a  lit¬ 
tle  fhock’d  the  Captain,  as  knowing  his  winter¬ 
ing  there  would  in  a  manner  prove  fatal  to  their 
Defign ;  but  as  they  had  a  Decree  in  their  Fa¬ 
vour, 
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vour,  they  thought  they  might  ac5h  with  more 
Refolution  than  they  had  done  formerly  in  treat¬ 
ing  with  the  Vizir  *,  fo  Mr.  Elton  told  the  Go* 
vernor ,  he  would  be  very  willing  to  tarry  with 
him,  as  well  to  comply  with  what  he  was  pleas’d 
to  requeit,  as  to  fave  himfelf  the  Fatigue  of  fo 
tedious  and  long  a  Journey,  as  it  was  fvomRejhd 
to  Peterjburg ;  but  that  theN  eceffity  of  their  Affairs 
would  by  no  Means  permit  him  ;  fo  he  begged  he 
might  be  excufed.  Butt  he  Governor ,  by  the  Vizir’s 
and  Mujlapha’ s  Infinuations,  as  might  be  plain¬ 
ly  feen  by  their  Behaviour  on  this  Occafion,  flill 
inftfted  on  the  Captain’s  tarrying,  which  being 
fo  unreafonable,  animated  him  to  make  a  fhort 
Reply,  which  was,  That  as  the  Schah  having 
condefcended  to  grant  us  a  Decree ,  we  had  ftaid 
and  done  all  the  Honour  to  it  we  were  capable 
of,  therefore  now  we  had  nothing  to  do  more  at 
Refhd  but  what  Mr.  Graham  could  difpatch  ; 
that  our  principal  Affairs  lay  now  at  Peterjburg, , 
and  thither  we  muft  return  this  Year,  or  a  Period 
might  be  put  to  this  new  Undertaking,  and  that 
as  I  was  apprized  of  this  I  could  never  confent 
to  tarry  •,  that  if  he  had  any  Diftruft  or  Sufpi- 
cion,  then  it  were  better  that  he  kept  us  both 
here  in  Arreft  until  he  could  have  an  Anfwer 
from  the  Perfian  Ambaffador,  M.  Golafa  at  Pe¬ 
terjburg-,  concerning  us  *s  that  the  Captain  hoped 
he  would  excufe  him  for  faying  again,  that  he 
could  never  confent  to  winter  here,  feeing  it 
would  inevitably  be  the  Ruin  of  all  their  Defigns, 
and  would  render  the  Schah’ s  Decree  in  their  Fa¬ 
vour  of  no  Effect.  To  which  the  Governor  im¬ 
mediately  reply’d,  God  forbid  that  he  fhould  de¬ 
tain  him  a  Moment  againft  his  Will  ;  that  fince 
the  Neceffity  of  our  Affairs  would  not  permit 
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it,  he  heartily  wifh’d  him  a  good  Journey,  and 
that  he  fhould  find  at  his  Return,  by  the  Recep¬ 
tion  Mr.  Graham  fhould  meet  with,  the  Civilities 
that  he  had  intended  me,  could  I  have  tarry’d 
with  them.  So  the  Debate  ended  ;  after  which 
he  made  us  feveral  Compliments,  which  we  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  return.  The  Vizir  and  Muftapha 
look’d  very  much  difconcerted  at  Mr.  Elton's 
abfolute  Refufal  to  flay  ;  their  Intention  being 
to  have  detain’d  the  Captain ,  never  thinking 
that  he  would  venture  to  carry  things  to  fuch 
‘Extremity*,  but  they  were  miftaken,  there  be¬ 
ing  a  vaft  deal  of  Difference  betwixt  talking 
with  a  Decree  in  one’s  Hand,  and  talking  when 
we  were  foliciting  for  one ;  all  which  they  feem- 
ed  unapprized  of  until  they  found  it  fo. 

The  Defign  of  the  Vizir  and  Muftapha  in  de¬ 
taining  the  Captain  (which  may  in  fome  manner 
excufe  them)  appear’d  to  us  in  this  Light. 

The  Perftans  are  a  fubtil  and  jealous  People, 
and  on  our  propofing  to  return  and  not  wait  for 
the  Schah's  Decree ,  they  concluded  that  we  had 
certainly  taken  fome  Difgufl  at  their  Country, 
and  would  come  no  more  there  to  trade ;  and 
that  our  Diflafle  mu  ft  proceed  from  our  not 
having  found  the  Silk  Trade  and  the  Markets 
of  Perjia  free  as  formerly,  but  in  a  manner  all 
engrofs’d  by  the  Schah .  At  the  fame  time  they 
could  not  but  confider  of  what  Benefit  our  Trade 
to  their  Country  would  be  to  them,  and  therefore 
how  defirous  the  Schah  would  be  to  have  us 
carry  on  a  Commerce  through  his  Dominions. 
Should  we  therefore  refufe  to  return  again  to 
trade,  it  would  not  only  be  a  confiderable  Lofs 
to  their  Country,  but,  what  more  immediately 
-concern’d  them,  they  forefaw  fuch  a  Neglecft  of 
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ours  might  produce  an  Inquiry  fatal  to  them 
both  ;  for  when  the  Schah  Ihould  come  to  find 
that  we  flighted  his  gracious  Decree,  it  would 
not  be  poflible  for  the  Vizir  and  Muftapha  to 
clear  themfelves,  by  faying,  they  were  ignorant 
why  we  returned  not.  The  Schah  would  take 
it  for  granted,  that  their  Mifmanagement  was  the 
Reafon,  and  for  a  fmall  Miftake  in  Perjia  a 
Man  often  pays  no  lefs  a  Fine  than  his  Head ; 
of  this  both  the  Vizir  and  Muftapha  had  a  very 
recent  Example  in  the  Fate  of  their  Father, 
Hence  it  came,  that  the  Governor  and  they 
were  willing  to  aft  as  fecure  as  poflible  in  cafe 
of  Accident,  and  had  therefore  rather  have  de¬ 
tained  the  Captain  than  Mr.  Graham  ;  but  we 
have  no  Reafon  to  think  he  had  any  Order  from 
the  Schah  to  detain  either  of  us,  on  the  Captain’s 
infilling  in  the  ftrongefl  Terms  to  depart.  They 
thought  they  had  gained  a  Point,  that  they  had 
prevailed  over  one  of  us  to  be  willing  to  tarry 
with  them  ;  for  in  our  Debate  the  Governor 
often  faid,  that  it  was  his  Advice,  that  one  of  us 
fhould  tarry  here,  and  that  he  begg’d  it  as  a  Fa¬ 
vour  to  be  his  Guefl:  whilfi:  the  other  returned. 

Although  the  Perfians  are  very  courteous  in 
their  manner  of  fpeaking,  yet  thefe  were  fuch 
complaifant  Expreflions,  that  the  Governor,  being 
fo  great  a  Perfon,  would  not  have  condefcended 
to  have  made  ufe  of,  had  he  had  any  Authority 
from  his  Prince  to  have  detain’d  either  of  us. 
Like  wife  we  knew  from  the  Stile  and  Force  of 
our  Decree,  that  if  we  infilled  on  returning,  that 
he  could  not  have  kept  any  one  of  us  *,  therefore 
it  was  only  out  of  a  Precaution,  or  to  make  a 
Merit  of  it,  that  they  had  perfuaded  one  of  us 
to  tarry  with  them  in  Rejhd.  But  as  our  In  ten - 
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tions  were  to  return  there  again,  to  profecute  the 
Defign  we  firft  came  about,  fo  we  were  obliged 
to  have  a  regard  for  the  future,  and  not  by  our 
Obftinacy  make  all  thofe  in  Power  there,  our 
Enemies  for  ever  after.  On  this  Con fi deration, 
f nee  it  was  fo  much  dehred,  that  one  of  us 
fhould  confent  to  tarry  in  Ferfia ,  we  hoped  it 
would  appear  to  all  our  Friends  as  neceflary  as  it 
did  there  to  us.  In  the  Afternoon  we  fent  to 
the  Governor  for  a  Pafs  for  Mr.  Elton ,  and  an 
Armenian  Servant  that  attended  him,  which  was 
immediately  fent,  on  which  he  took  Leave  of 
the  Governor ,  Vizir ,  Muftapha ,  ,*and  the  Coop- 
cheen.  Mr.  Graham  and  fome  Armenian  Friends 
accompanied  the  Captain  to  Ferre  Buzzar. 

On  the  19th  of  Auguft ,  early  in  the  Morning, 
he  got  to  Zinzelle  Village,  where  the  Packet-boat 
which  belonged  to  the  Czarina  lay  in  the  Road 
ready  for  us,  having  get  over  the  Bar  the  Night 
before.  The  RufsGovSvl  came  on  board  our 
Smack  to  give  her  his  Difpatches  ;  the  Weather 
was  calm  and  pleafant. 

On  the  2 2d  of  Auguft  we  weighed,  and  left 
Zinzelle  Road,  having  a  light  Breeze  Wefter- 
ly.  For  want  of  Exercife  the  Captain  had  been 
fadly  troubled  with  the  Scurvy  ever  fince  he  left 
Saratoff  (it  is  a  reigning  Diftemper  with  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  in  thofeParts  of  Perfta.)  Having  left  the 
Land  he  betook  himfelf  to  his  Sea  Journal. 

On  the  1 7th  of  September  they  arrived  in  Chet - 
tery  Bugara  Road,  where  the  Guard-Ship  of  her 
Czarian  Majefty  lay  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Vol¬ 
ga .  The  next  Day  in  the  Afternoon  he  went 
on  Shore  on  the  Ifland,  where  the  commanding 
Officer  and  a  Surgeon  came  to  view  us,  to  fee 
if  we  were  free  from  all  Symptoms  of  the  Plague, 
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and  make  their  Report  :  The  Orders  on  which 
were,  that  we  fhould  perform  a  fix  Weeks  Qua- 
rent  ine  ;  but  it  had  been  a  Cuftom  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  for  a  Year  paft,  not  to  fufFer  the  Emprefs 
her  Servant  to  be  detained,  but  to  go  imme¬ 
diately  to  Afiracan ,  and  only  to  keep  the  Paflen- 
gers. 

On  the  4th  of  October  a  Smack  ef  the  Cza¬ 
rina’s  arrived,  which  was  the  laft  which  came 
this  Year.  She  had  200  Bales  on  Board  be¬ 
longing  to  Armenians  and  Indians ,  for  Confump- 
tion  in  Ruffia ,  but  no  Silk  but  what  belonged  to 
us.  She  had  been  three  Weeks  in  her  <  Paflage. 
Another  Vefiel  arrived  the  12th  of  OAober7  who 
had  winter’d  * the  Year  before  at  Rejhd ,  but  fhe 
had  been  the  whole  Summer  in  finding  her  way 
hither,  as  mentioned  formerly.  At  Baku  (he 
took  in  fiome  Copper,  and  Silk  from  Shamakyy 
and  afterwards  filled  up  with  Wine  from  Der- 
bent .  The  mentioning  of  thefe  Vefiels  gives 
again  Oceafion  to  fpeak  of  the  Cafpian ,  which 
we  have  before  intimated,  is  a  very  fair  Navi¬ 
gation  :  The  Northern  Farts  are  navigable  nine 
Months  in  a  Year,  and  the  Southern  all  the  Year 
round.  From  Chetiery  Bugara  Bland  to  Zinzelle 
is  about  168  Leagues,  although  the  whole  Length 
of  the  Cafpian.  And  as  one  Wind  will  ferve,  fo 
it  won’t  be  efteemed  a  Week’s  Run  for  a  full- 
built  Vefiel ;  and  fome  of  the  Czarina’s  Vefiels, 
which  are  as  full  as  clofe  Lighters,  have  made 
that  Paflage  in  lefs  than  five  Days.  From 
Chettery  Bugara  to  Afirabat  is  not  190  Leagues 
on  a  plain  Courfe,  fo  that  it  may  be  confider’d 
as  the  fame  Difiance  as  to  Zinzelle:  Afirabat 
is  a  Port  the  Ruffians  have  vifited  now  and 
then,  but  never  frequented,  for  no  Rufs  Vefiels 
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whatfoever  at  this  time  go  any  farther  than  Zin - 
zelle,  although  Aftrabat  is  equally  as  good  a 
Road  and  Haven,  and  as  great  a  depth  of  Wa¬ 
ter  on  its  Bar  as  Zinzelle. 

Refid  being  the  only  Silk  Market  in  Gilan , 
the  Armenians  made  this  City  their  principal 
Market,  and  this  is  what  occafions  the  j Rufs  Vef- 
fels  which  bring  the  Armenians  and  their  Goods 
over  from  Aftracan ,  all  to  refort  to  Zinzelle , 
which  is  the  Sea  Port  of  Refid.  Zinzelle  and 
Aftrabat  are  the  only  Ports  the  Britifi  Veffels 
will  be  under  a  Neceffity  of  frequenting  on  the 
Perfian  Side,  and  they  happen  to  be  two  of  the 
beft  Havens  on  all  the  Cafpian ,  they  being  but 
a  Week’s  Run,  although  ordinarily  a  Fortnight 
from  Aftracan.  When  the  Englifi  Merchants 
come  to  be  poflefs’d  of  Veffels  of  their  own,  they 
may  manage  the  Trade  to  and  from  Perfta  as 
they  find  moft  to  their  Advantage  ;  at  prefent 
we  will  fuppofe  the  following  manner. 

All  Goods  defigned  for  Zinzelle  or  Aftrabat 
muft  be  forwarded  from  Peterfburg  by  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  February ,  that  they  may  arrive  at  Sa« 
ratojf  on  the  Volga  about  the  end  of  that 
Month,  at  which  Time  the  Volga  is  there  open, 
and  about  the  Beginning  of  April  thefe  Goods 
may  probably  arrive  at  Aftracan ,  or  at  Chettery 
Bugara  ;  if  a  proper  VefTel  lay  ready  to  take 
them  in,  they  may  very  well  arrive  at  Zinzelle 
or  Aftrabat  before  May.  Thefe  Goods  may  be 
fold  at  Refljd  or  Mefched  by  the  middle  otjuly, 
and  by  the  middle  of  Auguft  the  Returns  may  be 
invefted  in  Silk,  the  Product  of  the  fame  Year  ; 
this  Silk  may  be  fhipp’d  off  before  the  end  of 
Auguft ,  at  Zinzelle  •,  and  if  the  VefTel  that  takes 
them  in  fails  dire&ly,  then  before  the  end  of 
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September  they  may  arrive  at  Aftracan  ;  in  Octo¬ 
ber  they  may  reach  Saratoff ,  from  thence  by 
Sledge-way,  and  arrive  at  Peterfburg  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  January . 

This  is  fuppofing  no  Quarentine  is  required  on 
Goods  coming  from  Gilan  •,  but  if  fuch  Goods 
are  required  to  perform  a  three  Months  Quaren- 
tine ,  then  they  will  arrive  three  Months  later  in 
Peterjburg,  that  is,  about  the  i  ft  of  April ;  this 
is  Time  enough  to  be  fhipp’d  off  by  the  firft 
Ships  that  fail  that  Year  for  London ;  nay  alt  ho* 
it  were  the  middle  of  May ,  it  is  fooner  than  the 
Ice  is  out  of  the  River  Neva ;  and  had  thefe 
Goods  arrived  even  in  December ,  they  muft  have 
remained  for  the  fame  Ships,  fo  in  this  Cafe  the 
Quarentine  feems  to  be  no  hinderance.  But  the 
above  State  of  the  Cafe  fuppofes  that  Goods 
fent  to  Perfia  meet  with  an  immediate  Market, 
and  that  their  Returns  can  be  as  immediately  in¬ 
verted  in  Silk,  both  which  may  not  happen,  and 
then  the  Quarentine  would  be  of  a  very  great 
Difadvantage.  As  for  Example,  Goods  arriv¬ 
ing  in  Gilan  in  May^  perhaps  {han’t  be  fold  till 
the  January  following  ;  and  then  the  Returns 
of  thofe  Goods  in  Silks  can’t  be  fhipp’d  from 
Zinzelle  till  the  beginning  of  March ,  and  ar¬ 
rive  about  the  latter  End  at  Aftracan ;  and  by 
reafon  of  the  Quarentine  they  can’t  be  forwarded 
from  thence  until  the  end  of  June\  at  Saratoff 
they  can’t  arrive  before  Auguft ,  nor  in  Peterjburg 
before  the  end  of  September  *,  although  this  is 
1  ime  enough  to  be  fhipt  off  for  London ;  but  the 
Returns  from  thence  can’t  be  made  until  the 
next  enfuing  Spring  *,  fo  that  the  Opportunity  of 
fending  thefe  Goods  time  enough  to  arrive  by 
the  Winter-way  at  Saratoff  is  loft,  by  being  four 
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Months  too  late  at  Peterjhurg.  What  may  be 
done  by  way  of  Riga  in  Importations  or  Expor¬ 
tations,  we  have  not  yet  had  any  Experience  of. 

The  Shiarentine ,  whilft  it  continues,  neceffi- 
tates  us  to  fell  our  Goods  that  we  import  into 
Gilan ,  within  the  Space  of  two  Months,  or  elfe 
we  can’t  make  our  Returns  to  and  from  Gilan  to 
London  in  lefs  than  three  Years.  Did  no  Lfua- 
r entitle  interfere  they  might  be  made  in  two,  and 
the  Merchants  have  eight  Months  time  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  Goods ;  fo  that  the  Continuation 
of  the  Quarentine  on  Goods  coming  from  Gilan 
make  a  furprifing  Difference,  the  Profit  being 
fo  much  leffened  thereby,  that  all  Means  muff 
be  ufed  to  get  that  removed  ;  and  it  is  like  wife 
the  Interefi:  of  the  Czarina  to  have  it  done  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Encouragement  it  will  give  to  us  to 
carry  on  the  Trade  largely  and  with  Difpatch, 
whereby  her  Cuftoms,  &c.  will  increafe  in  Pro¬ 
portion. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Nor  then  Pro¬ 
vinces  in  Perjia  which  produce  the  moft  and  beft 
fort  of  Raw  Silk  (from  whence  the  Southern 
Provinces,  and  the  Silk  Manufactories  at  Mef- 
chea  are  fupply’d,  befides  the  great  Quantity 
that  goes  to  Turky)  are  three  *,  as  Gilan ,  the 
chief  City  is  Refhd  \  Sherman ,  whofe  chief  City 
is  Shamaky  •,  Arrajh ,  whofe  chief  City  is  Ganges . 
The  two  former  of  thefe  Provinces  are  on  the 
South-weft:  Shoar  of  the  Cdfpian ,  and  the  latter 
is  adjacent  to  them,  not  far  from  the  Cafpian  ; 
that  they  could  not  hear  that  any  Englijh  woolen 
Goods,  either  from  the  India  Company,  or  the 
lurky ,  ever  reached  Mefched ,  but  only  Holland 
woolen  Cloths  brought  by  th z  Armenians-,  where¬ 
as  a  Trade  to  that  Place  with  our  woolen  Cloth 
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might,  in  a  Ihort  Time,  be  the  moil  confider- 
able  Branch  of  the  Englijh  woolenTrade  ;  nor  is  it 
.  unlikely  that  we  may  come  to  cloath  the  Scbab9 s 
Armies,  which  are  numerous,  as  we  can  brinpr 
it  much  cheaper  than  any  other  Nation,  and  af¬ 
ford  to  give  more  for  their  Raw  Silk,  £s ?c.  Be- 
fides  we  can  fend  Lead,  Pewter,  Bar-Tin,  which 
the  Perfians  are  now  fupply’d  with  from  the  In¬ 
dia  and  5 Vurky  Company’s  Settlements. 

The  Perjians  and  Armenians,  in  the  Delivery  of 
their  Cloth,  reckon  ten  Rufs  Arfhcens  to  make 
feven  Perfian,  which  is  as  i  to  1.428,  accounting 
the  Rev  ft  an  Arfheen  tws-  greater  than  we  found 
it  with  regard  to  the  Ruffian,  or  2/.  6s.  per  Cent. 

In  their  Bills  of  Exchange  the  Armenians 
reckon  Perfian  Money  to  be  30  per  Cent .  better 
than  Rufs  Money  *,  fo  that  for  1 00  Rubles  Rufs 
Money  paid  in  Aftracan ,  they  pafs  their  Bills 
payable  in  Gil  an  but  for  70  Rubles  Perfian  Mo¬ 
ney. 

A  Perfian  *  Zolotnick  is  of  a  Rufs  Zolot- 
nick  *,  a  Perfian  common  Batman  contains  1280 
Perfian  Zolotnicks,  or  14  Pounds,  Rufs  5454  ; 
a  Perfian  Silk  Batman  contains  1200  ditto,  or 
13  Pounds,  6363  i  fo  that  three  Silk  Batman 
weigh  40  Pounds,  9029  Rufs.  We  found  a  Per¬ 
fian  S chaPs  Arfheen  to  be  39.4  Englijh  Inches, 
fo  that  a  Rufs  Arfheen  is  to  a  Perfian  as  1  to 
1.402. 

Hence,  if  the  Perfian  Ruble  be  30  per  Cent . 
better  than  the  Rufs  Ruble,  the  Perfian  Arfheen 
exceeds  the  Rujs  Arfheen  42.85  perCent.  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Armenians. 

*  96  Rufs  Zolotnicks  to  an  Ounce  Troy  Weight. 
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Thamas  Kouli  Kan, 

KING  of  PERSIA. 


C  HA  H  thamas,  who  was  then 
called  the  Prince,  had,  after  feven 
Years. Misfortune,  got  together  an 
Army  of  about  30,000  good  Sol¬ 
diers  out  of  the  Northern  Pro¬ 
vinces,  under  a  very  good  General  (a)  ‘Thamas 
Kan ,  who  in  June  1729  defeated  the  (b)Ab- 

\  ■ 

f  a )  Now  the  famous  Schab  "Nadir,  or  Kouli  Kan. 

( b )  A  People  that  join’d  the  Ofgoons  to  conquer  Pe/Jia , 
under  Meer  Mahomet .  the  Son  of  Meer  Wife. 

K  2 


dalles 


(  52  ) 

dales  intirely  in  feveral  fet  Battles,  and  took 
their  chief  City  Hyraut ,  which  lies  to  the  North 
of  Perfia.  This  News  foon  reached  Ifpahan , 
and  being  greatly  exaggerated  according  to  the 
particular  Cuftom  of  Perfia ,  as  alfo  the  Number 
of  the  Kan9  s  Forces,  To  alarmed  (c)  Herr  of,  who 
was  then  in  Pofleflion  of  Ifpahan ,  a  Man  of 
known  Bravery,  that  he  very  imprudently  took 
a  Refolution  to  go  in  queft  of  the  Prince  before 
he  fhould  grow  too  ftrong  (who  then  had  no* 
Thoughts  of  turning  his  Force  that  way  until 
the  next  Spring.)  Accordingly  Horroff ,  in  the 
beginning  of  fluguft^  fet  out  with  an  Army  of 
35,000  Men,  compo'fed  ofQfgoons ,  and  (d)  Don- 
gazances ,  and  in  twenty-five  Days  march  met  and 
engaged  the  Prince’s  Forces,  who  fo  intirely 
routed  him,  that  he  flew  back  to  Ifpahan  in  half 
the  Time. 

This  happy  and  unexpected  Event  deter¬ 
mined  the  Prince  to  purfue  this  Victory,  and  to 
fend  his  General  with  his  Forces  to  provoke 
him  to  another  Engagement.  Horroff  thought  it 
belt  for  him  to  try  his  Fortune  in  the  Field, 
but  being  dubious  of  the  Event,  before  he  left 
the  City,  he  packed  up  all  the  Royal  Treafury 
and  Jewels,  ready  to  carry  with  him  in  cafe  he 
fhould  be  routed,  and  at  the  fame  Time  maf- 
facred  all  the  principal  Inhabitants  he  could  find, 
to  the  Number  of  2800.  The  (e)  Eng  Iff  and 
Dutch  Agents  he  ordered  to  come  into  the  new 
Walls  the  Gfgoons  built  at  the  fir  ft  taking  the 


( c)  A  Kinfman  and  SuccefTor  of  Meer  Mahomet ,  who  took 

Ifpahan. 

( d)  A  Nation  that  joined  the  Of  goons,  after  they  revolt¬ 
ed,  and  fet  up  for  themfelves. 

{cj  Mr.  Cocke/l  was  then  the  Engli.fh  Agent. 
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City,  and  put  them  into  the  (f)  Caravan  [era 
Shaw,  in  the  Kyferce ,  under  a  Guard. 

1729.  The  next  Battle  was  on  the  2d  of 
November^  in  the  Morning,  in  which  he  had  no 
better  Fortune  than  in  the  former;  the  News  of 
which  was  at  Ifpahan  at  Noon,  though  at  Forty 
Miles  distance.  Fie,  with  fome  few  fcattered 
Forces,  did  not  arrive  till  Night,  and  going  to 
his  Palace  he  fat  himfelf  down  in  his  (g)  Chehil- 
fitoon ,  very  much  deje&ed  ;  the  Naib ,  or  Prime 
Minider  came  to  him,  and  afkfd  him  what  he 
did  there,  that  the  Perfians  were  at  the  City 
Gates  ;  upon  v/hich  he  loaded  his  Treafury,  and 
that  Part  of  his  (h)  Haram  which  he  defigned  to 
take  with  him,  and  fled  in  fuch  a  precipitate 
manner,  that  he  never  thought  of  the  Englijh  and 
Dutch  Merchants,  to  their  great  Joy.  This 
Opportunity  they  would  not  flip,  having  before 
bribed  the  Guard  to  be  in  the  greater  Readinefs 
to  embrace  a  favourable  Opportunity  ;  they  dipt 
away  early  in  the  Morning,  Sword  in  Hand,  to 
the  Company’s  Houle.  At  Noon  the  City  was 
all  in  an  Uproar  ;  what  Perfians  were  hid,  and 
in  the  adjacent  Places,  came  in  great  Numbers  to 
plunder  ;  and  it  was  at  the  rifque  of  their  Lives 
they  faved  the  Company’s  Houfe. 

Schah  Ehaniafs  General  did  not  arrive  till  three 
Days  after,  and  had  he  only  fent  6000  Men  af¬ 
ter  the  Of  goons,  he  had  intirely  deftroy’d  them. 
Horroff,  after  he  had  gone  two  or  three  Leagues, 
and  faw  no  one  coming  after  him,  fent  back  his 
Alhama  Doulet  (or  Prime  Minifter)  with  a  Par- 

(f)  A  Royal  Inn  near  his  Palace. 

(g)  A  Hall  belonging  to  his  Palace,  called  To  from  having 
40  Pillars  in  it. 

( b)  His  Women. 
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ty  to  maflacre  as  many  as  he  could,  and  fire  the 
City  :  But  juft  as  he  got  to  the  Royal  Gardens, 
a  Mile  from  the  City,  fomebody  amongft  the  Mo* 
bile  wifer  than  the  reft,  rightly  thinking  that  they 
came  with  no  good  Defign,  order’d  the  Drums 
to  be  beat,  which  threw  them  into  fuch  a  Pan¬ 
nick,  that  they  were  glad  to  make  the  beft  of 
their  way  back,  imagining  that  the  Prince’s 
Forces  had  taken  Pofleflion  of  the  Town. 

Horroff* s  firft  Defign  was  to  go  to  (i)  Car - 
menia ,  but  after  five  or  fix  Days  march,  hearing 
that  Road  was  made  impaftable,  went  to  Shirafs , 
a  large  City  (about  200  Miles  from  Ifpahan ,  and 
30  from  old  Perfepolis ,  in  the  Road  to  Gom¬ 
broon)  but  in  fuch  a  Fright,  that  they  dropt  great 
Numbers  of  their  Women  and  Children  on  the 
Road,  which  the  Perfians,  as  they  met  with, 
killed.  On  his  Arrival  at  Shirafs  he  burnt  the 
City,  put  the  Inhabitants  to  the  Sword*  and  took 
Pofieftion  of  the  Caftles. 

In  the  mean  Time  Schah  Phamas,  inftead  of 
purfuing  the  Of  goons  remained  two  Months  in 
Ifpahan ,  levying  of  Money  in  a  very  rigorous 
manner  to  fatisfy  his  greedy  Soldiers,  which 
made  almoft  every  one  repent  of  the  Change. 
However,  about  the  latter  end  of  December  he 
went  after  Horrojfy  they  met  near  Shirafs,  where, 
after  an  obftinate  Battle,  Horroff  was  entirely  de¬ 
feated,  but  he  himfelf  efcaped  with  his  Treafure, 
and  about  2000  Of  goons,  and  took  their  Rout  to 
the  Bamouchees ,  a  People  that  live  chiefly  on 
Robberies.  At  laft  he  was  killed  by  a  Party  of 
the  Hoffem  Cans,  who  immediately  after  rendered 

(i)  A  Province  where  the  Wool  of  that  Name  comes 
from,  about  400  Miles  from  Ifpahan. 
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their  Obedience  to  S-cbah  Obamas,  who  fleeced 
the  Inhabitants  of  Shirafs  of  every  thing  the  Of- 
goons  had  left  them  ;  from  thence  he  continu’d 
his  March  to  Hamadon ,  near  which  Place  he  de¬ 
feated  a  Partv  of  the  Turks. 

* 

The  Schah  on  his  Return  to  Ifpahan  made 
Tbamas  Kan  his  Vachert  Douldf ,  the  greateft  Poft 
a  Subjedl  can  enjoy,  he  having  the  foie  Admini- 
ftration  of  Affairs,  and  gave  him  his  Seal :  On 
which  he  carried  it  with  fo  high  a  Hand,  that  it 
was  toon  feen  that  he  had  the  Crown  in  view, 
and  that  the  King  began  to  be  heartily  tired  of 
him,  as  well  as  every  body  elfe,  for  he  had  af- 
fum’d  an  unlimited  Power  ;  but  as  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  vigorous  War  againft  the  Turks , 
the  Scbab  v/as  afraid  to  fend  for  his  Head.  To 
fuch  an  Height  did  this  Man  raife  himfelf,  chief¬ 
ly  by  his  undaunted  Courage ;  for  it  was  not  ten 
Years  paft,  that  he  was  only  a  Camel-man  in 
the  Province  of  Corafan ,  where  he  was  born  j 
to  which  Place  he  fent  a  prodigious  Treafure 
with  the  Scbab’s  Sifter’s  Aunt,  whom  he  had  gi¬ 
ven  him  to  Wife,  and  one  of  the  Scbab9 s  Sifters, 
whom  he  had  fent  fora  Wife  for  his  Son.  Had 
the  Kan9 s  Defigns  againft  the  Turks .  prov’d  un- 
fuccefsful,  it  was  everybody’s  Opinion  he  muft 
have  gone  over  to  them  with  what  Forces  he 
could  have  prevail’d  upon  to  follow  him,  he 
having  fo  utterly  ruin’d  and  deftroy’d  every 
Place  he  paffed  thro’,  that  nobody  would  have 
been  able  to  make  head  againft  him. 

All  this  Time  the  Ruffians  were  Mafters  of  the 
Province  of  Gilan^  and  ufed  all  the  Inhabitants 
fo  well,  that  they  had  no  other  Concern  but  the 
Fear  that  it  fhould  fall  under  the  P  erf  an  Go¬ 
vernment  again. 

Perfia 
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Perfia  being  in  this  diftraCfced  Condition,  the 
Englifh  Merchants  endeavour’d  all  they  were  able 
to  repair  to  Gambroon ,  but  after  ufing  their  utmoff 
Efforts  found  it  impracticable,  and  the  more  fo 
from  the  Villainy  of  one  Stephen ,  their  Linguift, 
who  during  the  late  Revolution,  when  the  Qf- 
geons  had  the  Government,  imagining  that  they 
could  do  nothing  without  him,  obliged  them  to 
chufe  one  Hemet  in  his  Place,  which  provoked 
him  to  do  them  all  the  ill  Offices  in  his  Power. 

The  Dutch ,  during  the  Siege,  before  the  Of- 
goons  took  the  City,  got  prodigious  Riches  by 
the  Sale  of  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Sugar  for  Money 
and  Jewels,  for  which  Schah  Mahomed impri Ton¬ 
ed  and  fined  them  very  extraordinarily  *,  yet  they 
made  a  confiderable  Figure,  tho9  they  pretended 
to  be  poor.  The  Armenians  put  many  of  their 
Effe&s  under  the  Protection  of  the  Dutch> 
which  were  moft  of  them  difcover’d  and  feiz- 
ed  :  And  what  with  Loffes  they  had  by  Sea, 
and  none  of  their  Factors  returning  from  India , 
and  others  not  return’d  from  other  Parts,  it 
was  reckoned  their  Women  exceeded  them 
twenty  to  one  in  number.  Horrcjf  enquir’d 
much  after  the  King’s  Mother,  but  could  never 
hear  of  her  ;  fhe  was  kept  privately  alive  by  the 
old  Eunuch  in  the  Haram  like  a  Servant. 

Now  let  us  turn  our  Eye  to  Ehamas  Kan . 
After  he  had  beat  th tOfgoons  ztShirafs,  he  w^ent 
againft  the  Eurks ,  whom  he  defeated  in  feveral 
fet  Battles,  and  retook  *Ahmadoon  and  Eahreez  : 
When  the  Abdallers ,  join’d  with  the  Ofgoons , 
feized  upon  Hyraiit ,  upon  which  he  left  the 
King  in  If  pah  an  without  any  Forces,  taking  all 

.  along 

*  A  large  City  on  the  Road  to  Babylon ,  and  about  nine 
Days  Journey  from  Ifpahan. 
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along  with  him  to  attack  the  Turks,  whom  he 
intirely  defeated  in  a  fet  Battle,  and  retook  the 
City  of  Hyraut .  In  the  mean  time  Scbab  Tha- 
mas  got  together,  as  well  as  he  could,  an  indif¬ 
ferent  Army,  left  Ifphahan  in  October  and  re¬ 
took  two  Caftles  from  the  Of  goons,  and  encreaf- 
ed  his  Army  in  his  March  in  the  Depth  of  a 
fevere  Winter  to  Tabreez ,  and  in  the  Spring  to 
Errivan ,  where  he  engaged  and  routed  a  large 
Body  of  Turks  and  befieged  the  Caftle  j  but  the 
Country  thereabouts  being  quite  ruin’d  and 
unable  to  furnifh  him  with  Proviftons,  he  was 
.  forced  to  come  back  to  Tabreez  to  give  his 
Horfes  Grafs,  having  narrowly  efcap’d  being 
taken  himfelf  as  he  was  endeavouring  to  cut  off 
a  Convoy  of  Provifions  going  to  the  Relief  of 
the  Tartars .  However,  foon  after.  Ajhmud. , 

Bajhaw  of  Babylon ,  defeated  Schah  Thamas ,  took 
all  his  Baggage,  and  Bo  Pieces  of  Cannon  ;  the 
King  fled  to  Room ,  a  large  City,  to  flay  until 
he  could  get  his  ftraggling  Forces  together.  The 
News  of  this  gave  them  the  utmoft  Conflerna- 
tion  at  Ifpahan ,  that  every  one  was  packing 
up  what  they  efteem’d  moft  valuable,;  ready  to 
fly  *,  which  the  Englifh  would  have  done  as 
well  as  the  reft,  if  the  King  had  not  as  Toon  as 
he  loft  the  Battle,  fent  a  Party  of  Troops,  to 
keep  the  City  in  order,,  and  forbid  on  pain  of 
Death,  any  body’s  leaving  it.  All  their  De¬ 
pendence  for  Safety  was  on  Thamas  Kan ,  who 
immediately  after  he  had  reduced  the  Caftle  of 
Hyraut ,  march’d  to  the  King’s  Affiance  with 
a  good  Army.  But  their  greateft  Security  was 
the  approaching  Winter,  for  the  Ftrfians  had 
no  Forces  between  Ifpahan  and  Afhmadoon  fo 
that  had  the  Turks  purfued  their  Vidtory,  they 

L  might 
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might  eafily  have  taken  the  City ;  for  the  Go¬ 
vernor  expected  no  lefs,  having  defign’d  on 
their  Approach  to  have  evacuated  and  fet  it  on 
Fire.  The  King’s  Haram  (or  Women)  were  re¬ 
moved  to  Corbin. 

In  Auguft ,  1732,  Thamas  Kan  feized  the  King, 
and  fent  him  a  Prifoner  under  a  ftrong  Guard  to 
Mujhatt ,  fetting  on  the  Throne  Schah  Abbafi 
the  Third,  a  Child  of  three  Months  old.  To 
keep  his  Army  true  and  faithful  to  him,  it  is  not 
to  be  deferibed  how  he  drain’d  and  opprefs’d 
all  Perfia  ;  how  miferable  and  defolate  it  was 
at  this  Time :  However  he  was  defeated  in  two 
Skirmifhes  he  had  with  the  Turks ,  the  firft  of 
which  he  fought  in  Schah  Abbajs  the  Third’s 
Name,  the  fecond  in  his  own  Name  ;  but  in 
the  third,  for  a  Tryal  of  Fortune,  he  fought 
in  the  Name  of  Schah  Thamas ,  in  which  he 
got  the  better.  So  fuperfHtious  are  the  Perfians , 
that  on  this  Turn  of  Succefs  he  fent  for  SchahTha - 
mas  again,  with  a  Pretence  to  re-inftate  him,  after 
he  had  taken  a  foJemn  Oath  to  forgive  all  that 
was  paft.  But  it  was  only  to  give  him  the  Title 
of  King  ;  for  he  had  a  Notion  that  Fortune 
would  continue  her  Favours  to  him  fighting 
under  his  Name,  at  the  fame  time  keeping  the 
exorbitant  Power  he  was  pofiefTed  of  in  his  own 
Hands  for  his  Security.  How  he  afterwards 
aflum’d  the  Throne,  with  his  Expedition  into 
India,  and  other  Succefies  and  various  Events 
of  his  Life,  we  refer  to  Mr.  Frazer’s  ingenious 
Hiftory  of  him,  juft  publiih’d. 


THE  END . 


‘Juft  Publijhed,  (Price  One  Shilling) 


THE 

CHILD’S 

NEW 

PLAY-THING, 

OR  BEST 

AMUSEMENT. 

Intended 

To  make  the  Learning  to  Rea  d, 
a  Diverfion  inftead  of  a  Tajk. 

For  the  Ufe  of  Prince  GEORGE . 


Confining  of 

Scripture-Hiftories,  Fables,  Stories,  Songs, 
Proverbs,  Moral  and  Religious  Precepts,  all 
fuited  to  the  Capacities  of  Children,  and 
proper  to  inftill  into  them  the  Principles  of 
Knowledge  and  Virtue. 

The  whole  digefied  into  Lessons  of  One,  Two, 
Three,  and  Four  Syllables ;  adorn’d  with  a 
curious  Frontifpiece  of  Prince  George,  and 
entertaining  Pidures  to  each  Story  and  Fable. 

With  a  New-invented  Alphabet,  andaPrefacef 
lhewing  the  Ufe  of  it. 

Dejigned  for  the  USE  of  SCHOOLS,  or 
for  Children  before  they  go  to  School . 

L  O  N  D  O  N  : 

Printed  for  T.  Cooper  at  the  Globe  iu 
Pater-nofter  Row.  1742. 
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